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VIIL

THE NATIVE WHITE OF FOREIGN OR MIXED
PARENTAGE.

Next to the native white of native parentage, the native
white of foreign or mixed parentage constitute by far the largest
part of the school-attendance problem in the United States. Of
the 33,250,870 children of school age (5 to 20 years) in the United
States in 1920, 8,116,313, or 24.4 per cent—nearly one-fourth—
were born of parents one or both of whom were foreign born.
Data for complete analysis of the entire school-attendance period
have not been published in the census reports, and in the pages
which follow the years 7 to 20 will be used. At these years 24.1
per cent of the total population of that age are children at least one
of whose parents was born abroad, divided as 16. 4 per cent of for-
eign parentage and 7.7 per cent of mixed parentage.

The distribution of the children of this nativity group is set
forth in the following table by geographic divisions:

TapLE 43.—NATIVE WHITE OF FOREIGN OR MIXED PARENTAGE IN ToTAL
PoPULATION 7 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND
GHEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 1920. '

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. 1I, Ch. XI, Table 7.}

NATIVE, WHITE OF 'OREIGN OR MIXED

. PARENTAGE, 7 TO 20 YRARS OF AGE.
GHOGRAPHIC DIVISION. 7 g"égl&ggﬁt:’g‘; Ev—,

Number Per cent of | =7, %iisl-)

’ total. tribution
United States............ 28, 564, 716 6,887,689 24.1 100.0
New England................ 1,768,290 928,857 52.5 13.5
Middle Atlantic.......c.conves 5,527,757 2,382,080 43.1 34.3
Hast North Central............ 5,350,037 1,631,454 30.5 23.7
West North Central............ 3,393,143 950,027 28.0 3.8
South Atlamtic..............s 4,323,620 149,498 3.5 2.2
East South Central............ 2,818, 505 38,526 I.4 0.6
West South Central. .. ......... 3,259,000 207,759 6.4 3.0
Mountain. ......oovveriinieses 890, 406 216,070 24.% 3.1
Pacific....ooviiervieniininnn 1‘227,268 382,518 31.2 5.6

It appears that the largest proportions are in the northeastern P
section of the United States, though the Middle West and far West
also have high percentages of their population 7 to 20 years of age of
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150 ERE s SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN 1920.

this ethnic class. In the South the native stock isin vast prepon-
derance, and among the school children small numbers of native
white of foreign or mixed parentage are found. The fourth column
of the table shows the geographic distribution of the foreign or
mixed parentage groups. Almost three-fourths are in the New
England, Middle Atlantic, and East North Central divisions.

THE PRECOMPULSION PERIOD.

The States which lead at 5 and 6 are those with the New England
tradition and with highly urbanized populations. The rural West .
and the South have low rates at this age, due to difficulties of pro-
viding ready facilities. That the nationality factor plays an im-
portant part is shown by the relatively poor showing of States
with large proportions of French-Canadian and Mexican stock.

'The attendance rates for the native white of foreign and mixed
parentage are combined for the age group 5 and 6, but are stated
separately for the other age groups.

TABLE 44.—SCHOOL ATIENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF For-
EIGN OR MIXED PARENTAGE 5 AND 6 YEARS OF AGE, BY Srarms:
1920.

. ? [Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. III, Table 2, for the several States.]
STATHS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.
lt’ter ﬁ:}lt

attending (0 o0

sohool. * | perof . ListofStates.
States,

62~63.9 2 | Nebr. Conmn.

6o-61.9 1 | Iowa

58-50.9 2 | Mass. Me

56~57.9 1 | N.J.

54~55.9 3 | Mo. R.I. nD.C

§2~53.9 T | Wis,

5O-5I.9 z | Mich. N.Y,

48-49.9 2z ] Calif. Colo.

46-47.9 1 | Minn

44—45.9 1 | Ohio

42-43.9 6 { Mont. Kans. N.H. IIL Wyo.  Miss,

40-41.9 5 | Ky. Nev. 8. Dak. Fla. Ga.

38-39.9 6 8¢ Md Ind. Okla. ‘Tenn. Ia.

36-37.9 6 |Vt Wash, Utash  Pa. Oreg. Idabo

34-35.9 r | Ark,

32-33.0 2 | Va. N. Dak.

30-31.9 z | Del. N.Mex.

28-29.9 3 | Ariz. N.C. W.Va,

26-27.9 [.....

24-25.9 |.....

22-23.9Q x | Ala.

8- 9.9 1 | Tex.
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~ In the pages which follow, the groups native white of foreign
parentage and native white of mixed parentage are discussed
separately, and are compared with the native white of native
parentage and with foreign-born white. Space does not permit an
elaborate treatment, but it is possible in some measure to indicate
the reaction to American institutions, as typified by the schools, of
the four parentage-nativity groups among the whites.

THE PERIOD OF ENFORCED ATTENDANCE.

Since the newer immigration has tended to settle in the cities,
the children of foreign and of mixed parentage of the age grottp 7
to 13 are largely urbam. 7This, for both classes, results in a
high attendance rate during the compulsory period. That this
is true is shown by the great similarity in the distribution of
rates for the two. Among the States all but 8 have rates
for the foreign parentage group between 91 and 97 per cent,
and for the mixed parentage group in all but 5 States the
attendance is between those limits.?

In all but 13 States the rates for the children of mixed parentage
are higher than for those of foreign parentage. In 2 of these 13
the rates are equal. In the 11 with higher rates for foreign pat-
entage the fact that a somewhat larger proportion urban is found
among the children of foreign parentage than among those of
mixed parentage seems sufficient explanation for the significant
differences in favor of the foreign parentage group.” ‘On the other
hand, large differences favorable to the mixed parentage group are
found in several States: Texas, 10.5 points; Louisiana, 7.6 points;
Arizona, 6.6 points; Mississippi, 5.3 points; North Carolina, 5.2
points; New Mexico, 4.1 points; and Nevada, 3.8 points. Four of
these * contain a very high proportion of Mexicans among the
foreign stock. This element does not assimilate readily. In the
other States few foreign born are to be found, with consequent small
numbers of children in either of the two classes. All of these States
are in the southern part of the country, where compulsory educa-
tion laws have but recently been enacted. They are the lowest
States in attendance rates for both parentage classes.

1 See Tables 58 and s9.

2 he States having the largest differences of this type are: Georgia, 1.2 Arkansas, o.g; Vermont, o.5;
Connecticut, o.4; and Oregon, o.4. In the first two States, bowever, these population elements are too
small to give significant rates.

8 Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada,

'
i
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TABLE 45.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OoF MIXED
PARENTAGE 7 TO 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol I1, Ch, XTI, Table r2.]

STATES CLASSHMED ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE,
tending
attending _
schiaal. §§Ti List of States,
. States.
g6~96.9 4 | Ohie Mass. R.I. Utah .
" Idaho S.C. N.J. Md Mich. Del Oreg.  Colo.
95795-9 2 \Nev. Towa Wis. Wash.
Conn. Xaps. Ind. Mo. Calif. Me. Pa, 1L
094~04.9 | tz7 WKy, Tenn. 8. Dak. Minn. D.C. Vt N.¥Y. Nebr.
Ga.
03~03.9 g | N. H. Mont. Wyo. N. Dak.Va.
92~02.9 3 | Okla. - Fla, W. Va.
0I~0I.0 3 | N.C. Ala Miss,
90-90.9 2 | La. Ark.
89-80.90 |oeceun
88-88.9 1 | N. Mex
87-87.9 1 | Ariz,
y6—76.9 1 | Tex.

1 On account of the large ninnber of States in a single class it is necessary to devote two or more lines

to the group.

TABLE 46.—SCHOOL ALTENDANCE AMONG THE NaTive WHITE or For-
EIGN PARENTAGE 7 TO 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XI, ‘Cable 12.]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. -

isadine

attending .

sehool. | NI List of States.

States,

" g6-06.9 2 | Mass. Ohio 1 . .

_ R.I. Oreg. Md. Del. na.  Utah  Ga. Wash,
95795.9 | ‘10 {Colo. Tdaho

5 N.J. Mich. Wis. Vt. Me. n.  N.Y. S.C
94-94.9 | '16 {Nebr. Towa Kans. Pa. N.H. Mo. D.C. Mont.
03-03.9 6 [ Minn. Calif. Ind. Tenn., Wyo. 8. Dak.

02-02.9 4| Ky. Va. Fla. N. Dak.

91-91.9 3| Ark. Nev. Okla.

go-90.9 feea..

89-89.9 1| W. Va.

88-88.9 r { Ala,

87-87.9 J.....

86-86.¢ 1| N.C

85-85.9 3 | Miss.

84-84.9 1 | N. Mex.

83-83.9 1| La.

82-82.9 |.....
81-81.9 1 | Ariz.

66-66.9 1 | Tex.

10n account of the large number of States in a single class it is necessary to devote two or more lines

to the group.
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When comparison is made with the school attendance among
the foreign born¢ a striking situation is disclosed. Material
differences exist between the rates for the native white of mixed
parentage and of foreign parentage, but these differences are
small as compared with those between the native white of foreign

parentage and the foreign born. In no State at the age 7 to 13

do the foreign-born rates exceed those of the native white of
foreign parentage. In the District of Columbia the rates are
equal; elsewhere the foreign-born rates are lower.’ '

It appears that in the States with large Mexican elements
attendance is much lower in the generation born in Mexico than
in the first generation born in the United States. Assimilation
of this people is taking place, though slowly. In Mississippi,
Kentucky, South Carolina, and Wyoming, where but few Mexicans
are found, the newer migration is of low grade, being mainly from
Eastern and Southern Furope.

The native white of mixed parentage are very like the native
white of native parentage, as is shown by comparison of the
attendance rates for the two. In 37 States the rates for the
mixed parentage group are above those for the native parentage
class; in 3 the rates are equal; and in 9 the native parentage are
the higher. ‘The largest differences favorable to mixed parentage
are: Georgia, 8.2 points; Tennessee, 6.1 points; Kentucky, 6.0
points; Oklahoma, 5.9 points; Virginia, 5.3 points; Louisiana, 5.0
points; Arkansas, 4.3 points; Florida, 3.9 points; and Alabama,
3.6 points. ‘These are all Southern States, where few foreign born
are found, and comsequently few children one of whose parents
was born abroad. The proportion urban among the mixed par-
entage class is very much higher than among the native parentage
group, a condition which materially increases the school attendance
of the former in Southern States. Differences of significant size
favorable to native parentage are found only in Texas, Arizona,
and New Mexico, where they are 11.4, 5.0, and 1.9 points, respec-
tively, a further indication of the Mexican influence.

4In this and the following discussions it must be borne in mind that the foreign born are present in the
population in increasingly larger numbers as age increases, at least up to middle age, whereas the opposite
is true of the native white. ‘I'iistends even in two year age classes, 14 and 15, 16 and 17, as wellasin the
larger classes, artificially to rednce foreign-born rates, since the sttendance rates decrease with the increase
in age, See pp. 6o, 61,

5Tn 12 States the differences are more than ro points, as follows: Oklahoma, 27.4; Kansas, 22.9; Missis-
sippi, 22.8; Texas, z0.1; Arizona, 19.9; Nevada, 18.7; Idaho, 13.6; Arkansas, 13.0; Kentucky, r1.9; Colo-
rado, 11.3; South Carolina, 11.3; and Wyoning, 1.1,
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This general superiority of the mixed parentage group is shown
in Table 47, which furnishes a comparison of the four classes of
white population. In urban United States the mixed parentage
group is highest, followed by the native parentage, with the
foreign parentage third, and the foreigh born lowest. In rural
United States the mixed parentage again lead, with the foreign
parentage second, followed by the native parentage, with the
foreign born last. ‘

TABLE 47.—URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF WHITE Poryu-
LATION 7 To 13 YEARS OF AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND GEO-
GRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, XX, Ch, XI, Table z0.]

URBAN. RURAL,
Native | Native | Native Native | Native | Native -
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION. white | white | white |p, 0 whéte wh%tc wh}te Foreign-
0 o o

of of of born H : H
native | mixed | foreign white native | mixed | foreign whit
parent- | parent- } parent- * Il parent- | parent- | parent- .

age. age., age. age. age. age.

United States....] 04.9| 95.3 | 04.8] 88.x | go.6| ¢3.0] 91.7| 73.4
New Hngland........ 95.9 | 9b.2 | 96.x| 9o.4| 94.0| 04.3] 04.3| 88.4
Middle Atlantic.......! 94.9| 04.6 | 04.5( 88.81 94.3| 04.3| 03.6] 88.4
East North Central....| ¢5.8| 956 | 95.1} g9r.t !l 95.0| 04.8 | 93.7| 88.2
West North Central...| 95.3 | 95-3| 94.7| 87.0( 93.8! g94.0] 03.1| 84.4
South Atlantic....... 94.1 | 94.71 94.9| 90.6 | 87.7( o9z.0( B8g.4 83.6
East South Central....| 93.9| 95.0{ 93.x} 88.8| 87.4( ¢o.6] 85.8 | 6g.7
West South Central...| oz2.7| 89.6] &.51 67.8{ 85.4| 96.7| 65.8( 30.3
Mountain, ..........| 95.2| 95.2| o04.4| 8r.3| 93.3{ 93.5| 91.6] y1.¢
Pacific.............us 95.21 95.2 1 94.9| 88.4§ 94.4( 94.6| 93.4| 82.3

In the West North Central, Fast South Central, and Mountain
divisions, both urban and rural rates are in the same order as the
wrban United States rates. The same is true of the rural portion
of the Middle Atlantic and Pacific divisions.® Both urban and
rural New England and the rural part of the South Atlantic divi-
sion ‘are like the rural United States. In the urban sections of
the Middle Atlantic, East North Central, West South Central, and
Pacific divisions and in the rural East North Central and West
South Central, the order is native parentage, mixed parentage,
foreign parentage, foreign born. In the urban South Atlantic
the foreign parentage rate is highest, followed in order by the
mixed parentage, the native parentage, and the foreign born.

¢ The differences between the native parentage and mixed parentage rates in the urban scction of the
‘West North Central and Mountain divisions and in the rural Middle Atlantic are negligible. ‘T'he same i3
true of the mixed parentage and foreign parentage in rirral New England.
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The adverse position of the native parentage group in New
England is so slight as to be negligible, but the situation in the
South Atlantic division is a severe commentary on the educational
standards of the native parentage group in that section, particu-
latly in the rural regions, and warrants further analysis were the
data available.

Unfortunately, no separation of the mixed parentage and the
foreign parentage school attendance by urban and rural is made
for the several States. The following table presents for the rural
population of the States of the South Atlantic division such
material as is available. Differences favorable to the native par-

entage over the foreign or mixed parentage group are found in

Delaware and Maryland, where they are slight, and in North
Carolina, where it is rather large (3.7 points). In South Carolina
and West Virginia there are negligible differences in favor of the
foreign or mixed parentage group. In Virginia the difference is
material (3.1 points), with the foreign or mixed parentage group
the higher. In Florida and Georgia the latter group is higher
than the native parentage class by 5.9, and 8.7 points, respectively.
In Florida even the foreign-born whites attend in larger propor-
tions than do those of native parentage.

TaBLE 48.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE OF RURAL WHITE POPULATION 7 TO
13 YEARS OF AcE, BY NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE, FOR STATES OF THE
Sours ArLantic DIviISION: 1920.

{Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IIL, Table 2, for the several States.]

4 ite | Native white eiotie
STATE. N%}lggg\lrgte of i‘;ﬂi‘g&l or F‘l):royrgxn
parentage. parentage. white,
Delaware. .. .. vttt i i e 4.7 94.4 ®
Maryland. ... oooviiiiii i 92.3 92.2 8s5.5
Virginda. ....ooviin i e e 8.0 80.1 84.3
West Virginia. ......oooiiiniieiiiin i, 87.9 8p.1 Ba2.1
North Carolifta. .....vviiiiiiniiinuareienss 88.9 85.2 gl)
South Carolina. .........ovoiiv i, 92.8 93.0 )
T T 84.0 92.Y O]
Florida. .o vv v 86.2 92.1 883.8

1 Rate not compited, base being less than 1oo.
THE PERIOD OF PERMITTED ABSENCE.

At 14 and 135 years, when labor permits are issued, the native
white of foreign parentage and the native white of mixed parent-
age in the several States show materjal reduction and wide varia-
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tion in rates. In the mixed parentage group the range is from
94.5 per cent in Utah t0 60.3 per cent in Rhode Island, while for
children of foreign parentage Utah leads with a rate of 91.7 per
cent and Rhbode Island is low with 52.6 per cent. As will be
seent from inspection of Tables 60 and 61 the rank of the various
States is much the same for both nativity groups. If comparison
is made with Table 30, Chapter V, which shows the rates for
native parentage, it will be seen that the order of the States is
somewhat similar for all three classes.

TaBLE 49.——~SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF MIXED
PARENTAGE 14 AND I5 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch, XI, Table 12.)

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATTENDAWCE
lv:fr c(tlaint ‘
attending ~
school. * | Se2 List of States,
States,
94-94.9 r | Utah
93-93.9 |..... .
92-92.9 f[.....
9I-0L.9 2 | Nev. Idaho .
90-90.9 3 | Mont. Oreg. Calif.
85-80.9 4 | Tenn. Okla. Ala. Wash.
88-88.9 4 | N.Dak.Chioc Wyo. Colo.
87-87.9 5 |N.C. D.C. 5. Dak Mich. Kans.
86-86.9 3 | N.H. Minn . Va.
85-85.0 3 |Vt Va. Fla.
84-84.9 2z | Nebr. Me.
83-83.0 2 | Ariz. Towa
82-82.9 3 | Ark.  Ga. s.C.
8r~-81.9 z | NNY. Pa,
80-80.9 1 | Miss.
79~79.0 1 | N. Mex
78-78.¢ 1 | Del.
7779 5 | Conn. 1IN Ind. Mo. Wis.
76-96.9 1 | Ky.
75775-9 | r | Mass.
74749 | | N.T.
73739 feveen
72-72.9 x. | La.
FI-7L.9 |.....
70~70.9 |.iu..
G9-69.9 1| Tex.
68-68.¢ | Md,
6o—6e. g 1 | R.IL

The foreign parentage group is lower than the mixed parentage

class in all but three States. In New Hampshire, South Carolina,

and Georgia are found differences of 0.2, 2.2, and 2.7 points,
respectively, favorable to foreign parentage. The first of these
is probably due to the urban character of the foreign parentage

———— e
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class. In the other two, the nuwmber of cases is so small that
the attendance or nonattendance of a score of children would
alter the standing of the groups.

TABLE 50.—SCHOOL AIMTENDANCE AMONG THE NaTive WHITE OF FOR-
BIGN PARENTAGE 14 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: Igz20.

[Sottree: Tourteenth Census, Vol, II, Ch, XI, Table 12,]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE,

{’ter c[quxt

attending

school. bN;‘xgi List of States,

States,

9o—9L.9 2 Utah Nev.
88-8p.0 2 Idaho Oreg.
86-87.9 5 Calif, N. H. Wash. Okla, Mont.
84-85.9 9 Tenn. N. Dak. Ga. Vt. D.C. Ohio 8.C N.C. Minn,
82-83.9 3 Wyo. 8. Dak. Mich.
80-81.9 5 Ala. Me. Kans. Colo, Nebr.
78-79.9 4 Miss. - Jowa N. Y. Ark .
q6~77.9 3 Va. Fla. W. Va.
74-75.9 2 Ariz. Ky.
72-93.0 3 Pa.. Wis, N. Mex.
70-71.9 3 Mo. Ind. Conn,
68-69.9 2 Mass. 11l
66-67.9 2 Md. Del.
6465.9 | T | N.J
62-63.9 |.....
6o-61.9 I La.
58-50.9 I Tex.
56-57.9 | ...
54755:9 |eeeos
52-53.9 | * | R. L

In most States large differences favorable to mixed parentage
are found, the largest being in Louisiana, 12.4 points; Delaware,
12.3 points; and ‘Texas, 9.9 points, with adequate numbets in
each class. In 16 others the differences are in excess of 5 points.

It may well-be that the extremely low rate for the foreign
parentage of Louisiana which causes this large difference, is due
to incorrect enumeration of the illiterate ‘‘Cajans,” who constitute
a part of the native parentage group, but still speak a French
patois, and might easily be classified, by careless enumerators, as
native white of foreign parentage.

That this surmise is correct is somewhat substantiated by the
fact that it is the only State, containing 100 or more foreign born,
in which the foreign-born rates exceed those for the native white
of foreign parentage, the difference being 1.3 points. In all the
others the foreign-born rates are decidedly lower. The greatest
differences appear in Oklahoma, 25.0 points; Texas, 23.6 points;

70080°—24——12
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Arizona, 22.9 points; Kansas, 22.8 points; and New Mexico, 16.4
points. Again the nonassimilability of the Mexican is evident,
for the proportion of Mexicans among the foreign born in these
States is very high.

Compatison of mixed parentage with native parentage shows
12 States with differences favorable to the former.” In North
Carolina, Wyoming, South Carolina, and Nevada the numbers of
mixed parentage are too few to give dependable rates. In the
rest, the mother tongue of the foreign parent in the mixed parent-
age group is mainly English and Celtic, or German, though there is
also some French and Italian influence. The foreign born through-
out most of the South Atlantic division and some of the neigh-
boring States are of high caliber, and their children, particularly
if amalgamation with the native born has occurred, are superior.

The largest excesses of native parentage rates over those for
the mixed parentage are in Texas, 15.2; Rhode Island, 12.0;
Maryland, 7.7; Illinois, 7.3; and Massachusetts, 7.2 points.

Prejudice still exists in this country against intermarriage with
the foreign born, and in general the native born in these States
who intermarry with the foreign element are by no means the
best of the native stock. In consequence there is little educa-
tional tradition to be passed on to the next generation. Further,
the economic pull is stronger on this class than on the native par-
entage group.

Omitting detailed comparisons, it may be stated that generally
differences between the native parentage and mixed parentage are
far less than those between foreign parentage and foreign born.

In order to eliminate the effect of the differing distributions,
urban and rural, of the four nativity-parentage classes, separate
comparison is made in Table 51, by geographic divisions, for the
urban and the rural populations. In all instances except the
rural South Atlantic, the rural Rast South Central, and the
urban Mountain groups, the order is native parentage, mixed
parentage, foreign parentage, and foreign born. The differences
between the first two are in some instances slight. In the three
exceptions cited the mixed parentage is higher than the mative
parentage, with the foreign parentage and foreign born lower, in
the order named. This is adequate substantiation of the point

TThe States with an excess of mixed parentage rate over native parentage are; North Carolina, 8.9;
Oklahoma, 7.3; Tennessee, y.z; Virginia, y.1; Georgia, 6.2; West Virginis, 3.7;. Alabama, 3.7; District of
Colurabia, 1.5; Arkansas, z7.3; Wyoming, 0.8; South Carolina, 0.3; and Nevada, 0.2
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made previously (see p. 153) regarding the situation in certain of
the States of the South Atlantic division. The small difference in
the rural Hast South Central is not reliable, as change of a few
cases from “‘attending” to ‘‘nonattending’ would alter the order.
The high rate for mixed parentage in the urban section of the
Mountain division indexes assimilation of the foreign born
through amalgamation of blood. '

TaBLE 51.—URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF WHITE Poru-
LATION 14 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND GEO-
GRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. 11, Ch. XI, Table z0.]

URBAN. RURAL.
Native | Native | Native Native | Native | Native
GHOGRAPHIC DIVISION. w{’:%te w'lé;tz fwl‘;gte F?,‘;ﬁﬁ“‘ wl.:ite w‘l;;tz ‘ngte F?,‘;iﬁ“'
A f a f
pheont. | patont- | parente | WHite || Selt | parent. | parent- | WAL
age. ag_e. age, age. age. age.

United States.....| 84.9 | 8z.x| 76.1| 69.2 || 83.3| 8r.7| 74.8| 58.6
New England.........| 83.0| 75.6| 69.4| 6r.3| 83.6| 8r.0| y1.5| 66.0
Middle Atlantic.......| 83.6| 8o.z | %6.z | yo0.1| 83.2| 8o.7| 08.8 62.7
Bast North Central....| 86.6 | 84.2| #77.2 | 72.9 || 84.5| 97.7 1 4yz.1| 65.7
West North Central...| 86.9| 86.6| 83.3( 72.4| 86.9| 84.3 | 81.6| 69.5
South Atlantic,.......| 79.t| %8.2 | y2.9 | 68.81 7g.7)| B2.7| 75.7| 68.1
Fast South Central....| 82.6| 82.1| 81.9| %9.4] 8z.2| 8z.7| 76.6 | 6o.9
West South Central...| 84.2| 4%9.8| 70.4| 53.5|| 8r.4| 70.4| 59.5| 24.3
Mountaifi........ s ...| go.4| 9o.7| 85.5| 0.5} 8o0.7| 89.0| B3.3| 61.6
Pacific,..........o00 gr.6 | go.8| 88.8| 79.4| o9r.o| 88.7| B5.6| 69.9

THE YEARS OF VOLUNTARY BUT CUSTOMARY ATTENDANCE.

While there is no legislation requiring school attendance at the
ages 16 and 178, a surprisingly high degree of attendance is found
in both the mixed parentage and foreign parentage groups. The
rates for the former are highest in Utah, 70.6 per cent, and lowest
in Maryland, 27.2 per cent. For foreign parentage the range is
from 62.3 per cent in Utah to 22.2 per cent in Rhode Island.
These are wider variations than in any of the previous groups.
As was true in the period of permitted absence, the rank of the
States is approximately the same for both the foreign and the
mixed parentage groups among the native white. (See Tables 62
and 63.)

# Tixceptions to this are found in Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Vork, and North Dakota,

where school attendance is compulsory at 16 years and even higher ages, if the child is illiterate, or if
clementary grades have not been completed.
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TaBLE 52 ~—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NaTive WHITE oF MIXED
PARENTAGE 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

{Source: Fourteenth Ceusus, Vol. 1T, Ch. X1, Table 12.]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHOOIL ATTENDANCH.
It’fr c:je.nt
attending .
school, tlwqe‘:?f List of States.
Statcs
7O-7I.g z | Utah
68-6g.9 |.....
66-67.9 (.....
64-65.9 J-....
62-63.9 r | Nev.
60-61.p 5 IN.C. Oreg. Idsho Okla. Mont.
58-59.9 1 | Tenn
56-57.9 6 | Wash, Miss. Calif. D.C. Colo. N.Dak.
54-%5.9 2 | Wyo.  Ala.
52-83.0 2 | Ga. Ariz.
50-5I.9 2 | 8.Dak. Kans,
48-49.9 2 | Ark. s. C.
46-47.9 3 ) Nebr. Jowa Me.
44-45.9 3 | Va. Fla. W, Va. .
42—43.9 § ( N. Mex. Qhio  Vt. Mass, Minn.
40-41.9 3 | Mich, Wis, N.H.
38-39.9 | La
36-37.9 4 | Tex. Ind. Mo, Conn.
“34-33.0 x| I
32-33.9 4 | N.Y Pa Del. Ky
30-31.9 1 IN.T
28-29.9 r (R.I
26—27.9 T | Md.

In no State do we find the foreign parentage attending in larger
proportions than the mixed. Of the 49 States, 18 have differences
of over 10 points favorable to mixed parentage. These are widely
distributed geographically. '

In 4 States the foreign parentage group has lower rates than
the foreign born: Kentucky, 7.3 points; Louisiana, 3.8 points;
District of Columbia, 3.1 points; and Maryland, o.5 points. In
the first 3 of these the numbers of foreign born 16 and 17 years
of age are too few to yield reliable rates. In Maryland the
difference is trivial. The range of the differences (all of which
are favorahble to foreign parentage) among the rest of the States
is wide, reaching 23.1 points in Oklahoma.

Comparison of mixed parentage with native parentage reveals
7 States in which mixed parentage rates are higher.? The expla-
nation offered for the years 14 and 15 also applies here. In the
rest of the States the differences are in favor of native parentage,

9 These are North Carclina, ro.7 points; District of Columbia, 4.5 points; Oklahoma, 7.1 poinits;
Georgia, 5.1 points; Tennecssee, 4.9 Points; West Virginia, 1.4 points; and Oregon, o.4 points,
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with Texas, 17.5 points; Massachusetts, 11.4 points; Illinois, 10.7
points; Kentucky, 10.5 points; and New Mexico, 1o.1 points, at
the head of the list. These are practically the same States as
those having corresponding differences for the years 14 and 15.

TaBLE 53.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE oF FORr-
BIGN PARENTAGE 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: I920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, IT, Ch. XI, Table 12.]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCEH.

Per c&:nt
attending N
school, ber of Iist of States,
States,

62-63.9 1 | Utah

6o-G1.9 |.....

58-59.9 |.....

56-57.9 2 | N.C. Newv.

54-55.9 1 | Idaho

52-83.9 z | Okla.

§0-31.9 2 | Oreg.  Tenm.

48-49.9 4 | Mont, N.Dak. Ga. Wash,
46-47.9 2 | D.C.  Miss.

44-45.9 z | Calif

42-43.9 | 3 { Wyo. Ala.  8.,Dak.

40-41.9 3 |Vt Colo.  Ariz.

38-39.9 6 | Va, S.C.  Ark.  Me, Towa XKans.
36-37.9 2 | Nebr. N.Mex.

34-35.9 3 | Wis. Minn. Mass.

32~33.9 2z | N.H. Ohio

3;—31.9 5 | Ky, Fla. W.Va. Mich. Mo.
28-20.9. |.....

26-27.9 4 |N.Y. Del. Tex. Com.
24-25.9 z { ILa. Ind.

22-23.0 5 | IIL Pa. Md. N.j. R.I

Analysis of the geogtaphic divisions into urban and rural pop-
ulations discloses the native parentage population in the lead in
all areas, with the mixed parentage second, foreign parentage
third, and foreign-born white last.

It is evident that during the years when labor permits are
required for nomattendance in school and also when attendance
becomes voluntary, the effect of the lower standards of education
among the foreign born is felt through the first generation horn
here, even where amalgamation has taken place. A further
dominant factor is probably the economic situation of those born
abroad, who in the main are low in the financial scale. Inter-
marriage of foreign born and native born usually implies a rela-
tively high degree of assimilation of the former, with corresponding
prosperity ; hence the high attendance rates among the children of
such marriages.
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TABLE 54.~UgBaAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF WHITE Popu-
LATION 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, II, Ch. XTI, Table 20.]

TURBAN. RURAL.
Native | Native | Native Natjve | Native | Native
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, white | white | white jg cign- white | white | white Forcign-
tf ' o d | fo ?:g n | bomn nn?ifve migged forzggn born
(4 T + f
Sﬁéﬁf- l;glr}ént- parcﬁt— white. || porent- | parent- | parent. | White:
age. age, | age. age, age. age.

United States....| 46.2 ] 41.0| 30.2 | 24.3 50.2 | 42.5 | 31.0) 20.6
New England........ 50.6 | 40.1 | 31.8 ] =23.6 48.8 | 42.2 ] 30.7 | 22.1
Middle Atlantic.......] 38.6 | 32.2 | 26.0| =22.3 39.3| 35.4| 21.5| 17.3
East North Central....| 45.4 | 41.5| 29.6 | 24.2 46.1 | 36.x| 26.7| 19.2
West North Central...| 50.6| 48.4| 30.09| 20.81l 52.9| 44.2 | 37.4| 26.5
South Atlantic....... 42.0| 38.7) 20.9 | 28.2|l 40.2| 44.8| 31.5| 25.4
East South Central....| 44.6| 42.3 | 41.2 | 36.0} 53.5| 50.8 39.0| 34.3
West South Central...| 51.4| 46.8] 33.8| 21.9| 53.1| 39.0| 28.4| 10.3
Mowntain.............] 63.8| 62.2| 51.3| 31.2) 60.8| 50.0! 44.9 | 25.3
Pacific................| 60.8| 38.9| 47.6| 35.6 s9.9| s57.0| 45.8] 27.8

THE FERIOD OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

For the years 18 to 20 wide variation in attendance is found
for all nativity groups. Among the native white of mixed par-
entage the highest rate is in North Carolina, 30.4 per cent; and
the lowest is in New Jersey, 10.0 per cent. For foreign parent-
age the range is from 22.1 per cent in Nevada to 6.9 per centin
Texas. The order of States is about the same for both the mixed
and the foreign parentage groups.

The only differences between the foreign born and the foreign
parentage favorable to the foreign born are found in the District
of Columbia, Louisiana, and in New Hampshire. In the first
two they are negligible, while that for New Hampshire amounts
to 2.9 points, due primarily to the urban nature of the foreign-
born population. Except in Nevada, the foreign parentage rates
are well below those for mixed paremtage. In that State the
difference is not based upon enough cases to be significant. In
certain of the Southern States*® and in two Western States!! the
rates for mixed parentage are higher than for native parentage.
The foreign born who have intermartied with the native born in
these States are of superior and assimilable type.

10 North Carolina, Tennessee, District of Columbia, Oklahoma, Georgia, and West Virginia.
11 Washington end Colorado.

——
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TABLYE 55.—3CHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE oF MIXED
PARENTAGE 18 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch, XI, Table 12.]

STATES CLASSIFIGD ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

et
attepaing ]
school. lﬁ?& List of States,
States.
30-30.9 1 | N.C
20-29.9 f.....
28-28.0 |.....
29-27.9 |.....
26-20.9
25-25.9 1 | Oreg
24-24.9 |.....
23-23.9 3 | Wash, Mont. Calif.
22-22.9 5 | Colo. Tenn. Utah N. Dak.Idaho
21-21.9 r | Ga.
20-20.9 5 | D.C. Nev. Okla. Miss. Kans.
19-19.9 1 | 8. Dak.
18-18.9 3 | Ariz.  Wyo. Me.
19-17.9 3 J lowa Ark. Minn.
16-16.9 4 | Mass. W.Va. Vit Nebr.
15-15.9 4 | Ala.  Va. Fla. N.H.
14-14.9 2 | Ohio  Mich.
13-13.9 3 | Wis. 8.C. N.Mex.
12-12.9 4 | Ind. Del. Il Mo.
1i-11.9 | 8 | N.Y. Conn, Md. Ky. La. Pa. Tex R.L
10-10.9 1 | N.J

TaBLE 56.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE of For-
BIGN PARENTAGE 18 70 20 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Source; Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch, X1, Table 12.]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHGOL ATTENDANCE.

Sy
attendaing
sciool. Iilru;} List of States.
States.
22-22.9 1 | Nev
21-25.9 |.....
20~20.9 2 | Oreg.. N.C
10-19.9 1 | Idaho
15~18.9 1 | Wash.
17-17.9 3 | D.C. Mont. N, Dak.
16-16.9 2 | Utah Calil.
15~15.9 2z | Tenn. Colo.
14-14.9 3 | Kans. Miss. S. Dak.
13-13.9 3 | Vt. Ala.  OKla. )
12-12.9 8 | Minn. Ga. Jowa Me. Ariz. Mass. W.Va. Wyo.
II-11.9 4 | Va. Nebr., 8. C. Del. ‘
10~10.9 2 |N.H. Ark, .
g~9.0 [ 10 | Ohio Ky. Wis. Mo. N.Y. R.I. N.Mex. Fla. Mich. Conn,
8- 8.9 2 | Md. Ind.
7~7.9 4 I'N.J. 1. Pa ILa
6- 6.9 1 | Tex
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‘That the differences are due to the urban mixed parentage popu-
lation is shown by Table 57. It is evident that the rates are
approximately the same for mixed parentage and native parentage
in the urban South Atlantic and Pacific divisions, while in the rural
sections of each of these groups the mixed parentage rates are
definitely lower than the native parentage. The high rate for the
foreign born in the urban Hast South Central division is not relia-
ble, due to the small number of cases.

TaBLE 57.—URBAN AND RURAL ScHOOL ATTENDANCE oF Wurre Poru-
LATION 18 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND GrO-

GRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 1920,

[Soutrce: Fourtcenth Census, Vol, T, Ch. XI, Table 20.]

Wb BH

TURBAN. RURAL.
Native | Native | Native Native | Native | Native
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION. wlééte W:g%tl; iwlozgte F%roeggn- wlé%te wg%tz fwl;ffte I % ﬁg -
O ) native maxe orel] .
xi?rel:l’te- ;al.;)e(;t- pnl;?e‘ga white. (| Sorent. | parent- parregg white.
age. age. age. age. age. age,

United States....| 17.5| 5.1 | I0.0 ¥.5 7.5 I5.I| 10.% 5.2
New England. ....... 21.8 | 15.4 | 11.3 8.3 19.5 | 15.8 | 10.4 6.
Middle Atlantic.......| 14.3 | II.X 8.5 6.9 | 13.6 12.2 7.5 5.
East North Central....| 15.8| 14.0 8.6 6.8 || 15.9| 12.6 8.7 5.
West North Central..., 20.6 | 19.6| 14.3 9.4l 18.4| 15.9| 12.% 6.
South Atlantic....... 6.1 | 16.4] rr.2 9.4 || 17.3] 13.3 8.9 3.
Hast South Central....| z6.x ) 3.8 2.3 | 12.9 | 20.0]| 10.5| 12.3 .
West South Central...] 17.9] 15.1 9.6 5.8 [ 6.7 | zI.% 6.9 2,
Mountaift.............| 26.0| 24.2 | 17.3 8.8 | 20.7| 19.9| 14.5 4.
Pacific. . ............ 26.6 ) 26.9 | 1%7.4 ] II.3 23.1| 22.6 | 17.1 .

3

THE SEX FACTOR AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF FOREIGN OR MIXED
PARENTAGE,

Comparing Tables 58 to 65, which present by States the attend-
ance rates for the sexes, for the native white of mixed and of
foreign parentage, it becomes evident that the general tendencies
discovered in the analysis of the native parentage class are also
true of the other parentage groups of the native white.

At 7 to 13 years the differences in attendance of the sexes are
small and the number of States in which the male rates are the
higher is equal approximately to the number with female rates the
greater. ‘This is true both for foreign parentage and for mixed
parentage.

At 14 and 15 years, however, the differences are greater and the
two parentage groups do not have similar tendencies. Among

s
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the children of mixed parentage the male rates are higher in but
16 States, the female in 32. But the male rates are higher in 29
States and the female in 17 among the children of foreign parents,
with equality of rates in 1 State and in 2 others too few individu-
als of this class to admit computation of rates. It would seem
that the tendency of the native parents to keep girls in school is
also in some degree present where native whites have married with
foreign born. On the other hand, where both parents ate foreign
born the tendency is for large numbers of girls to be taken from
school soon after the legal restrictions are relaxed, a trend similar
to that discovered among the foreign born.

For the years 16 and 17, in but 5 States are the male rates
greater than the female among the native white of mixed parentage.
In some States, mainly those of the far West and the South, the
differences range very high in favor of females. Among the foreign
parentage differences favorable to males are found in 12 States.
The greatest significant differences are generally in the States of
the Pacific and Mountain divisions.

During the period 18 to 2o years, as was found true among the
native parentage group, for both mixed parentage and foreign
parentage a larger number of States show rates favorable to males
than in the preceding age period. ‘This is more applicable to the
children of foreign parents than of mixed parents. Moreover, the
differences are proportionately large. For mixed parentage the
preponderance in favor of males exists in 20 States; for foreign
parentage in 28 States. - ‘This higher male attendance is to some
extent due to the desire to afford the boy a good start in his
economic life through the advantage of a thorough education. It
seems in part attributable to early marriage of the girls, since the
per cent married among girls 15 to 19 years is much higher than
that. among boys at the same age.”? It undoubtedly is further
affected by the need for the mother’s earnings in the family income
and the necessity for the older girls to remain at home in her place.

12 'he proportions married of each nativity and parentage group in the United States at the years 15 to 1o
by sexes, as shown in ‘T'able g, Ch. IV, Vol. 1T, Fourteenth Census Reports, are as {ollows:
. Males. Females.

Native white of H8tIVE DATEIEAZE. .. .o ivivaiionrr i rraemststiesranrtirsisssntensorossans 2.3 3.3
Wative white of mixed parentage......ovooiiiiiiiiiiiieiiaiia N =X S.o
Native white of foreign parentage oy 6.3
Toreign-Dorm WHITE. tu vy et reerr i e s iaaaiirn e tearstiarienens 1.3 143
‘These rates are ratber unexpected and are particularly surprising for the natxve white of native

parentage.
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TABLE 58.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIvE WHITE
oF MIXxED PARENTAGE 7 T0 13 YBARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920

[Source; Fourteenth Census, Vol. IL, Ch. XI, Table 12.]

Male rutes I“g?:sle
STATH. Total. Male, Temale. hg%,}fr highet
by
[0) ¥t TN 96.6 6.6 96.6 ...l
Massachusetts, .......ooovevenn.s g6.6 96.6 96.6 ...
Rhode Island. ..........oovvenss 96.3 06.5 96.3 0.4 foevo...
Utah. oo e 96.1 g6.0 96.2 ll......... 0.2
Idaho. oo 05.6 05.5 95.8 floeeinint. 0.3
South Carolina. ................ 95.5 94.7 96.4 ...l 1.7
New Jersey. .. oocvinerenneaians 95.5 05.6 - 95.3 [ I S
Maryland. ... 95.5 95.5 05.4. (<75 S PRI
Michigan, ......cooovieieaian 95.4 95.4 95.5 ffeevei.., 0.1
Delaware, oo oo vveiiii i 05.4 05.3 95.5 loeeennnn. 0.2
(0712407 : S P 05.4 95.2 05.6 Jl.eool... 0.4
Colorado. ...ovcovivneaneainenn 95.3 95.5 95.2 0.3 oiieinn
Nevada....oooviviiiiiiiiiane, 05.2 95.0 054 l-eeenn.. 0.4
TOWa. ovviiinriiiie i iiieniaes 95.1 93.2 95.0 0.2 fiiieren
WISCONSIM . v vvrvvvneranneisens 95.I 05.1 95.2 flereriannn o.x
Washington. . ... .coovvievininn 95.1 95.0 95.2 fleveaners. o.2
Connectictit. coovonveiiinnen, 04.9 95.3 94.5 .8 l.......
Kansas. ..ooveerviinniniinennn, 04.9 94.9 94.8 [T S PR
Indiana. ......ooooiiiiiinians 04.8 94. 5 1175 S| I 0.6
Missouri.....coooin i 04.7 95.0 04.3 07 feverunn
California............. e 94.7 04.9 04.4 0.5 |.vvrinn
Maifle. .. vvveaareiiiiniiinaneies 94.% 94.8 '04.6 0.2 ...,
Pennsylvania. ............vv0e o 94.7 94.8 04.6 6.2 f.iii.,
B 015750 - 04.7 04.8 04.7 (-7 S
Kentucky. ....ooovvviiiinnns. 94.7 04.7 [V A | PO
(55193 (ST TN 94.5 05.2 93.8 o4 fereennn
South Dakota.......ovvvvvverens 04.5 94.5§ 04.8 feeeerrii]ieniaan
Minnesota. ... vvr i iiiiiiiieas 04.4 4.4 94.3 (<% S PR
Distriet of Columbia............ 04.3 05.6 03.2 2.4
TUNITED STATES. .. oovvcvviin e 04.3 04,4 94.3 o.r l......,
Vermortt, oo vvvrviiiviviiinnans 04.2 94.5 93.8 0.7 [evrenn.
New York........coevvieninns 94.2 04.3 04.1 0.2 Jiiie.u.
Nebraska..........coooieinnns. 04.2 94.3 94.2 0.7 |..iu...
Georgia. ... .. Seiereeaee e 04.T 04.4 '93.9 o.5 [|ooieen.
New Hampshire. . ............. 93.9 03.7 04:2 fleevivanns 0.5
Mofttania. .. ..o vieivinann, 03.9 93.2 94.6 l......... I.4
Wyoming. .. ...oocvvineeinninns 03.6 . 93.6 03.7 leerinnnn 0.1
North Dakota........oovnvennn. 93.T 92.9 03:3 loevenenes 0.4
Virginda. .. .oove e 03.0 93.3 92.7 0.6 |.......
Oklahoma. .. .o.ovvvivierenunnn, 92.4 91.9 92.9 |lveeeeerss 1.0
Tlovida. ... i unes 92.T 92.5 9I.7 0.8 |.......
West Virginda.................. 92.0 o1.1 92.9 (l......... 1.8
North Carolina. ........ccouun. 91.8 92.9 go.7 2.2 foooaa
Alabama. .........ooooiiia 9I.1 9I.X {1 S | PO P
Mississippi. ..o gr. 1 90.% 1540 R | PN o.y
Louisiana. ............ 000 go. 7 90.9 90.5 27 S N
Arkansas. .. ... iiiie i 0o. § 00.3 90.7 ieeeneaes o.4
New Mexico. ... covvninnn ... 88.1 83.5 87.6 0.9 f[ouvenns
ATTZONA. oo vt vii v cnianncenss 87.8 87.4 88.3 {l...oeeins 0.9
TeXAS, coivvnr i e 76.6 76.9 76.4 0.5 lovenens

EEEE——— i ]
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TABLE 59.~—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
or ForeieN PARENTAGE 7 T0 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XTI, Table 12.]

fale rates | ¥emale
STATI. “Total. Male, Female, ¥ higher g-f‘tlfs
by— bg_er

Massachusetts. . .........00vun 96.3 06.3 96.3 Heveviiiiidein
1015 T T Ceeas 96.0 05.9 96.0 ... iv..n. 0.1
Rhode Island.............oo0v0e 95.9 05.9 95.8 0.T |....v..
Oregotl, v vv v v eiieenanannns 95.8 95.7 95.90 H.ooiiunn 0.2
Maryland. ..o, 95.7 05.9 95.4 0.5 Jevvvsnn
Delaware. .o vovvvivneinneiiiaes 95.4 95.7 95.0 [T A PO
Conmectictit. oo ooveiiviiiines 05.3 95.3 05.4 fl....o.... 0.1
Utah oo 95.3 05.T 95.5 feeevennn 0.4
Georgia. ovvvi i 95.3 94.8 95.8 fl......... 1.0
Washington, .......cooovivinn.. 05.2 95.2 952 fleeevernnidiiinin,
Colorado. .vvvreriviiviniiiins 95.0 - 95.I 94.9 0.2 leviiins
Idaho. ..o 95.0 9%.T 94.9 0.2 |oivinns
New Jersey. .ovovrvrvernevennnns 04.9 95.0 94.9 o.r |......
Michigat. ....oovvvvvninnennnss 04.7 04.8 04.7 75 S
Wisconsin. . ..ovvvveinivnnriinnn 4.7 04.6 94.7 |leeeieinns 0.1
Vermont. ....oivevineriiien i 94.% 04.4 04:9 fedeinia 0.5
Maille, oveeeeein i ieiaens 94.6 94.4 947 fleeviviin 0.3
TIHROIS. cove e e ii e 944 94.6 94.1 0.5 Jeverres
New York......oovviiininennnn 04-4 4.5 4.4 [T PN
South Carolina................ . 04.4 Q4.4 04:5 flevieeinnn 0.1
Nebraska. .. .oooovvivvininnaees 044 94.1 94.6 |l .iiaenns .5
JOWA. .veev it 94.3 94.53 Q4.1 04 Jeesinen
Kansas, ..o vvvinreenenncinnes 94.2 Q4.2 94:2 ||.eevneini]iinnn,
Pennsylvania. .......oocvvinnens 94.1 94.3 93.8 0.5 fevenens
New Hampshire. . ............. 04.1 94.1 94.0 0. fiveruns
MISSOULT. v 0 vv e v i 04.1 04.0 4. fleerivinnn o.1
UNITED STATES. .o cvvvvnvienens 94.0 94.1 04.0 O/ feveeuns
District of Columbia............ 04.0 94. 1 93.8 T T P
Montana. ..ovvvevvviiinnennnens 04.0 03.9 94:2 flouiiainnn 0.3
Minnesota, .ovoveveenvvniiinnss 03.9 93.9 93.8 (=15 S0 PO
Califormia, vvvvevenneennniienns 03.7 93.8 3.7 - [ 75 S R
Indiana........ooieeoiiiinins 93.0 93-5 937 |loeeiaiins 0.2
"POIITIESSEE  vv vvvve s rrreenenanss 03.6 03.2 04.0 [|eeviennn. 0.8
Wyoming. ....occoevnvneiienes 03.3 93.6 03.1 0.5 |eeninns
South Dakota.........ovveeunnnn 93.2 93.0 I T | 0.3
Kentucky.........ovovvveienenns 92.9 03.1 92.% 04 |i.oiuas
Virgimia, . .ooooiiiviinarenains 92.6 02.4 02.8 . v..uinsn 0.4
Florida. «ovvvirerrciieecininns 92.1 92.6 91.6 .0 [ievaias
North Dakota.......oovvvvvenne 92.0 9I.9 (-7 | I 0.2
Arkansas. .....ooiiiiiiiiinene 9I.4 91.6 9I.3 0.3 foeernns
Nevada,...coviviinnionnnvnenns 91.4 . .
Oklahoma. .. ...oovvvvivennenn. 01.3
West Virginia.................. 8g.7
Alabama, .. ...oovvii i 88.8
North Carolina........c.vvvvnnn 86.6
MissiSSipPie oo tevviniaronannns 85.8
New Mexico . 84.0
Louisiana..........coovvevrnnnns 83.1
Arizona. ..o, 81.2
DeXAS. v e 66.1
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TABLE 60.—~ScHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
or MIXED PARENTAGE 14 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. I, Ch. XI, Table 12,]

Male rates I‘;_z"t]e“sle

STATE. Total, Male, Female. hégl:gr higher

v by—

05 94.5 94.9 94..0 0.9 f.......
Nevada............ N 01.7 87.9 95.2 [loeeieni 7.3
Idaho, oo oovve i i 91.3 91.4 91.2 0.2 J.......
Montana. .........c.oveeveennns 90.9 89.4 02.5 flo.veuvnnn 3.1
Oregon. ..ooviiiiiiiininnnn, 00.5 80.4 9I.5 Jl..uviian, 2.1
California. ........oocoeveinana. 90.3 89.6 9I.0 flouiuun.., 1.4
Tennessee. .. ...ovuvrnennrnenn.s 89.9 88.4 9T.4 |lovou.n... 3.0
Oklahoma. ..........covvvninann 89.8 88.6 90.9 l......... 2.3
Alabama................00uuie 89.1 89.9 88.3 1.6 [.......
Washington. .............evens 89.0 87.6 90.4 |loeinoi.n, 2.8
North Dakota................. R 88.4 88.4 8g.0 JlL.ov.. ... o.6
Ohio......oviiiiniiiiinen.n., . 88 7 87.1 T | PR 3.2
Wyoming. ..................... . 88.2 86.8 8g.7 ool 2.9
Colorado. .. ....oovvviiiinn i, 88.1 87.1 8.1 fl........ 2.0
87.9 85. 4. 8g.7 eooiiin.. 4.3

87.6 - 87.8 87.4 0.4 fooi,
87.4 86.5 8.4 ll......... 1.9

87.2 87.9 86.7 b -1
87.2 86.2 88.2 {l......... 2.0

86.9 87.0 86.0 1.9 |...e...
86.4 86.3 86.5 ff........ 0.2
86.4 8s5.9 87.0 Jooooo.., I.r

85.9 87.3 84.5 2.8 |.......
85.6 82.8 88.5 fiiv.euiin. 5.7
85.4 83.9 86.7 I......... 2.8
84.6 83.9 85.4 flevevann.. 1.5
84.4 84.0 84.8 il 0.8
83.8 83.0 84.6 fl...iuu... 1.6

83.2 84.0 82.4 1.6 ...,

82.8 33,8 81.8 2.0 |l

82.8 o. 8¢.6 fl......... .
82.3 ) 8 10 N PO S 53
82.0 81.9 8.2 |......... 0.5

New York.....,, e, 81.4 81.6 8r.8 H......... 0.2
Pennsylvania..,,,......... ..... 81.3 82.1 80.3 1.6 |.......
Mississippi..................... 80.9 77.4 843 ool 6.9
ew Mexico. .................. 79.0 78.4 79.6 li....... 1.2
Delaware..........,. ... ... 18.5 79-0 79.3 2.3 fo.o..ne.
Connecticut. ..., ., . .. 111 77.9 97.2 78,6 (ool 1.4
nois. ..., 77.6 48.1 7.2 0.9 [ov.....
Indiana. ...,,, ... .. 000 77.3 vy 76.8 0.9 R
Missouri. ............0. . 000 77.3 771 77.5 - N 0.4
Wisconsin, .., ... . 10700 97.1 76.4 77.8 e 1.4
Rentueky, ., 0000t 76.3 76.6 76.0 o 06 ........
Massachuisetts. .. .. 75.7 739 7704 foooi. 35
New TJersey....... ... o000 74.0 73.6 74-4 . 0.8
Louistana”, ./~ I 72.4 42.1 727 Lol 0.6
Texas. ... . ... 6g.2 40.3 68.2 21 ‘
Maryland.,. . 0000 68.8 69.8 67.8 2.0 |iiiii
Rhode Tsland, 7t gs. 0. 7. - T P
................... 0.3 50.3 61.3 e 2.0

! Rate not computed, base being less than oo,
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TaprE 61.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
or FOREIGN PARENTAGE 14 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Soutce: Fourteenth Censtis, Vol. IT, Ch. XI, Table 12.]

Male rates F:;r:sle
STATH. ‘T'otal. Male, Female, higher higher
by— by—
0 + oI.7 g0.8 92.6 l......... 1.8
Nevada........oooovviniinnnn, 90,8 89.6 2% S| 2.5,
Idaho.......... . S 89.1 87.6. 3.I
Oregom . .covveeieieriineiennnnns 83.6 87.8 1.6
California. .. ..ovvinnn, e 87.4 87.8 :
New Hampshire. .............. 87.1 87.9.
Washington. .. ...........c.u, - 86.6 84.7
Oklahioma. ......covvvnieeninnnnn 86.5 86.4
Montana. ...ovvvvvevieeeiiianns 86.3 84.9
TEnnessee. ., vovvevevrvnnriennes 85.8 84.8
North Dakota.............c.o0n 85.7 86.5
Georgia. ..o.oviviiiniinnian 8s.5 8s5.5
Vermont. .. .vvivivriineniiieians 85.1 84.4
District of Columbia............ 84.6 84.3
(05 T YA 84.6 83.3
South Caroling..........c...e.s 84.5 gi
North Carolina................. 84.4 1
Minnesota. ........cooiiiiat 84.1 83.9
Wyoming. ....covevvviiinnniennn 83.8 82.4
South Dakota.......covvvvnvnss 83.6 84.1
Michigan. ....oovvviiiiiiiiine, 82.7 83.4
Alabama. ..., 81.9 82.8
Maine.......cooiv e 81.7 82.1
Kansas........ 81.3 82.4
Colorado. ........ 81.4 82.0
Nebraska 8.3 82.0
Mississippi......... Veeraans e 79.8 78.6
TOWa, .oovviiiii i eieiie s 79-4 8o.2
New York......cvovvneviieannn 79+4 8a.0
Arkansas, ....ooiiinii i 78.1 8; .2
Virgimda. ... oviiiiiiiinnn 77.9 78.0
Florida.......covviviiiniiiinen, 77T 8o0.6
West Virginia..........oov0ean. 77.3 80.8
UNITED STATES.....ovovvrneras 75.8 76.8
Arizona. ........cooiiiiiiiinees 75.8 76.4
Kentucky...... 75.6 77.8
Pennsylvania. .. . 73.% 76.8
WisCOnsin. «vovvevviiiniirvnees 73.T 72.2
New MeXiCo. .oovvrirriinnrnnns 72.3 ‘719
JLUGETTo1iv v DA . 71.6 72.6
Indiana. ...oovvvrenveniinn, . ¥1.3 74.4
Connectictit. .. ... voveviinnnes 70.5 1.7
Massachusetts. . . c.vvvviveranes 69.4 68.8
REIT: Uo) TR 69.0 70.%
Maryland. .. ...oviviinivanen 67.5 69.7
Delaware. .. ..o vocevrineriiinens 66.2 69.5
New Jersey...o.oovvinunrinncnns 65.0 67.4
Louisiana......... e 6o.o 61.8
TeXa8. o0y vivir iy 50.3 6o.1
Rhode Island................... 32.6 54.5

1 Rate not computed, base being less than rco.
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TABLE 62.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
OF MIXED PARENTAGE 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XTI, Table r2.]

Male rates | Female
STATE. Total. Male. Female, higher hr.at;s
by— lgner
by—
Utah. oo cevsiiinn i 70.6 7I.1- 70.0 % SN AR
Nevada. . ovvoviviiiin i, 62.6 55.4 71.8 16.4
North Carolina,.......covuvn.n. 61.9 64.8 59.5 | 5.3 [....... 2
Oregon. vvvevrveiinrineevinirnons 61.9 58.3 65.4 7.1 A
Idaho........ e 61.% 57.3 65.7 8.4 s
Oklahoma., . 6x.4 59.6 63.2 3.6 :
Montana, ... 61.3 55.1 67.7 17.6
TEUMESSER. «. v st varraaneens 58.4 56.3 60.9 4.6
Washington ‘ 57.9 52.0 64.0 12.0
Mississippi..ooveiiin i, $7.7 49.7 65.4 15.7
California, ..oovvvvneviineens 57.5 52,9 62.2 9.3
District of Columbia. ........... 56.7 57.8 55.8 | z.0 |.......
Colorado. ...., e 56.3 5.0 60.8 8.9 L
North Dakota. . coasvenveinnen 56.0 §2.9 §9.1 6.2 i
Wyorning. ..o vvveevnnniinn., 55.3 49.5 3% SN | A 11.6 i
Alabama, cvvovviinin i, 54. ¥ 53.5 5400 flvovraien 1.4
Georgia. .vvvnvnnnninirenn, 53.2 46.5 59.2 l....onus, 12,7
Arizona............. Crreeraaaes 52.8 49.4 56,1 [f.....a., 6.7
South Dakota..ooovvveivvnenn, g1.6 47.0 §6.6 fl......... 9.6
Kansas. .. covveeviniinninenienni 51.3 47.2 55.6 Jl...ouiei 8.4
Arlansas, . 49.9 43.% §5.7 f[voveeennn 12.2
South Caroliua. ceee 48.3 44.3 & e
Nebraska. ....covveivnennvenian, 46.7 42.3 51.0 |lo..c..... 8.7
Towa. ovvvivner i, 46.7% 42.0 8I.3 ffeeveieonn 9.3
Maine. .oovvvviiiiiinnnniain 46.0 40.3 |3 S% T | PR 11.6
Virginia. 45.7 41.6 50.T fleviinnnn 8.5
Florida.....ooovviiinin s, 45.5 39.8 2.0V N P 11.6
West Vu'gnua .................. 44.6 36.7 52.0 ([......... 15.9
New Mexico.. 43:8 44.0 43.6 - 0.4 {.o.ooen.
Ohio........ e 43.8 39.9 479 |l.oevinnns 8.0
Vermont. ..., 43.4 39-4 47.4 hooooaan. 8.0
MaSSachUSEES. .. o. v o oronrs o 42.3 38.8 45.8 |l...ooooen. 7.0
Minnesota. .......coovivne e 42.2 38.1 46.2 f....onl. 8.1
UNITED STATES. covvvrvnerennnnnn 41.6 38.5 44.7 |leveinnen. 6.2
Michigan, . 4I.4 37.3 457 eeerenenn 8.4
Wisconsin. . 40.8 37.9 43.6 ff...o.... 5.7
New Hampshxre ey 40.4 38.¢ 42.8 ... ...... 4.7
Louisiana, ....ooovvvvniiuniinn, 38.6 36.0 41,0 J[...ooiun 5.0
Texas. ..covvv.nn. e 36.9 34.7 30T floeeiiiea. 4.4
Indiana..............o.ooll 36.9 33.9 40.0 ll..ovua,. 6.1
Missouti. oo vovvnn i 36.3 34.9 37.6 fl...o.in. 2.7
Connecticttt...c...oovunrnenn.., 36.2 32.0 40.2 .. oiinn. 8.2
Mhnois...vovvniiinn i, 34.9 33.5 362 |l.....o... 2.7
New York.ove i e vinnnnnnen. 334 31.5 35:3 fleverennes 3.8
Pennsylvania, .. ...oooovivianen, 33.1 30.1 36.x ll......... 6.0
Delaware. ..ovveviniininnrinnias 32.9 29.% 36.3 l[...o..in. 6.6
Kentucky covevvenninviiiinons, 32.5 30.4 34.8 [......... 4.4
New Jersey...vovvviiniiiirnne. 30.4 28.1 32.6 |lo......l 4.5
Rhode Island................... 28.2 26.8 20.85 floeeveinn. 2.7
Maryland.......oocveiiniii ., 27.2 27.8 26.9 0.6 fiiinns

1 Rate not compitted, base being less than roo.
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TABLE 63.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
oF FOREIGN PARENTAGE 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. 11, Ch, X1, C'able 12.]

‘ ) Male rates Fre;tleasle
STATE, Total, Male. Female, higher higher
by— by—
L 15:1 s F N 62.3 61.8. 62.8 f......... 1.0
North Carolina................. 56.4 50.4 (60 TPUN A PN
Nevada ...oovviieeniieiin.n, - '56.1 47.4. 66.7 Hovvevinns 19.3
Tdaho. .o vviveieniivine s 54.8 30.7. 58.7 floeeeiiens 8.0
Oklalioma, ..o vvvvvvivcinirnnes 52.3 5I.8 [ 7% S | R 1.6
Oregofl...oovvvvviiiieniennnnonn, 51.8 47.8 557 floeeeerens 7.9
Tennessee. oo vvvvvveririeanin. 51.2 53.3 49.1 4.2 |..oon.
Montana.......... 49.7 43.7 . 55.9 |l.eevseens 12.2
North Dakota.....ooovvervinnvins 49.0 4%7.2 50.7 lveernenes .5
Georgla.......cooviiiiiiiiin, 48.8 43.3 54:5 [[ererrnnen 11.2
Washington. ......oovveiiinnen 48.0 42.7 . 535 f[voveeeeen 10.%
District of Columbia............ 47.7 52.7 42.3 102 |ieo....
Mississippi. .. oo i, 46.5 46.0 46,9 |l ieeinens 0.9
California.............oooeeii 45.4 42.6 48.2 fl..oooon, 5.6
Wyoming......covvviiiiiniiinas 43.3 37.4 . 49.2 ffeeiiionns 11.8
Alabama,..... 43.0 44.9. 40.9 4.0 Jooion..
South Dakota 43.0 40.3 45.9 flo.oiiens 5.6
Vermont, oo vvvevr e iianans 41.3 39.3 434 Jleeerriens 4.1
Colorado.. . vvveevrvirnnniiens, 40.7 36.2 45.0 fleviannns 8.8
Arizona. ..ot 40.6 40.8 40. 4. (-7 N R
Virginda. coooevev i 39.6 37.9 41.9 fl.oevnnen 4.0
South Carolina................. 39.6 27.0 [ N | A AP,
Arkansas......coooev i 39.8 30.2 43.0 flooeiuinn 6.8
Maine. .o.oooviuiiiinee e 33.8 35.4 42,0 Yliiiiaiie 6.6
Towa, oo 38.7 34.8 4227 fleeevanans 7.9
Kansas. .. ..o vivinieinenrn.s 38.4 37.3 39.8 [cenrenen . 2.2
Nebraska, ..o venvvniineinnnn. 37.9 34.6 RS % S | 6.5
New Mexico....oooviviniviinens 37.9 33.3 42.2 {[ieavseuns 8.9
WiSCONSIN. oo e viivi s 35.7. 32.9 385 floeeeenenn 5.6
MiInnesota. ... ovvvniiniiinnes 35.3 31.4 302 loeeevinns 7.8
Massachusetts...........oo0vivs. 34.2 32.1 30,2 flievienene 4.1
New Hampshire................. 33.8 30.8 366 fl.oieiien 5.8
101 (o 32.2 30.6 33.8 |l.iiienien 3.2
Kentucky.....ooovvviiiiii oo 3.7 32.0 31.4
Florida.....covvvenenaninnnns 31.6 31.0 32.2
UNITED STATES. oo o0 et vinevanan 30.7 29.8 . 3L.6
West Virginia........ooooii, 30.5 29.5 31.6
Michigat....cocevriiiivininnnns 30.4 27.8 33.0
MHSSOUN . v vnvvve v 30.0 30.2 29.9
New York, .ocovevnveciiniinnn 27.4 28.8 26.1
Delaware, oo covirrerneraonrae 27.2 27.0 2%7.3
TOXAS. vvvearevraneneen e 26.6 27.0 26.3
Connectiettt, .o vvvvivine. - e 26.5 25.7 27.4
Touisiana.......oovvevvininenn. . 28.5 26.0 25.0
Indiana. oo cove i inne s 24.4 23.7 25.T
TIHNOIS. cvvs e v cviin e 23.8 24.3 23.3
Pennsylvaniia. ....coovviininn. .. 23.5 23.1 24.0
Maryland. ......oovvuivinnnens 22.35 24.3 20.9
New Jersey............ e, 22,5 23.5 |...2r.3
.Rhode Island............. ...\t 22.2 21.9 | 22.4

1 Rate not computed, base being less than roo.
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TaBLE 64.—SCHOOL, ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITH
oF MIxEDp PARENTAGE 18 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES! 1920.

. [Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XI, Table 12.]
Male rates 1?‘?“‘3
STATE. Total. Male, Female, higher hia lf:r
by— b%—
North Carolina.......... R 30.4 29.9 at.o ool I.x
OFegon, couvvrverorinnrenennens 25.3 24,6 26,0 [l..iv.sn 1.4
Washington. .. ....covvevievaan 23.7 22,6 24.8 |l.ooovnl, 2.2
Momana, cov e vvevsrorersceases 23.3 21,2 258.4 Jeeevneos. 4.2
Californif. .o vviianinrnnnnans, 23.1% 22,7 23.5 Jleevenns . 0.8
Colorado. covviveivneeninnnnns 22.0 22.4 23.5 oovinn... I.X
LENNeSSCE. vuasvvrnnarranrerness 22.7 23.7. 21.9 .8 |eiesn.
Utah........ Mesberaieniiareeas . 22.4 23.0 - 21.% .3 leeeenn
North Dakota....ovvnvevnannn, 22,2 20.8 . 23,5 flevooinn 2.9
Tdaho.......cocvieiiiiiiniian 22.1 20.8 23.0 v eveiian, 2.8
Georgia. ..o euniiniianiiie, 21.0 23.4- 18,3 4.9 Jieiinin
District of Columbia. ........... 20.7 28.3 14.5 3.8 ...
Nevada. ..o ovivniinniainnaany 20.5 7.1 24.1 Jloeieonn., 7.0
Oklahotma. .. oo iv i viniarvaneinse 20.4 20.2 20,6 flveionenes 0.4
Mississippl. .. ..vvoviviiieiiein 20.4 20.0 20,7 Jleveeinnns o.y
Kansas, covv e cuvivniiinii e 20.%2 18.9 2Ly fleenenn 3.0
South Dakota.......covvuvinens 19.1 17.3 5 - T | 3.7
Arizona. ..vooiiii i 18.8 7.1 2T.0 f[oreroerns 3.9
WYOmIng. v vovrvrvivvneninenens 8.z 16.6 T9.7 faveeeneen 3.1
Maife. .o ovreininiiie iy 8. 16.5 190.8 leeveevnnn 3.3
Jowa, .. 7.9 17.2 IB6 f[reencean X.4
Arkansas 17.4 18.2 16.6 1.6 {.......
MiInnesota. «v covvvverarencrnnnas 17.0 15.9 h: 75 N | NP 2.2
Massachusetts. .. .c..ooovvviveen 16.8 17.0 6.9 0.3 [eevruns
West Virginda. .......ocoooi 16.3 14.6 18.0 fjevinnns . 3.4
Vermont.....oooievniiniani.ns 16.1 14.8 7.3 leeeennns 2.5
Nebraska. .. .vvvuriiinieinenns 16.0 15.0 17.0 R 2.0
Alabama, .. oo vy 5.9 10, 15.3 T2 Jeerann
Virginia..,.... 15.8 15.2 16.8 Jl..... 1.6
Florida............. i 5.6 . 15.5 15.7 flov. c.2
UNITED STATES . v ovivenrrnenns I5.1 15.0 5.2 fleeeiavens 0.3
New Hampshire................. i5.0 5.1 15.0 7% S
10 o T 14.9 15,5 14.% 1.6 |......
Michigan. ......covoeiiniiinnaat 14.2 13.4 I5.0 Jleeviinens 1.6
Wiseonsint, ..ooovvvveniiiiun s 13.9 13.3 4ed flevervunnee Iz
South Carolina................. i3.9 9.5 19,90 floeeiann.. 10.4
New Mexico. ...... 13.7 14.7 12.6 35 N R
Indiana.....ooirviiieaniiiins 1z.5 13.3 11.6 5 3% N N
Delaware. oooverueivieinienans 12.4 - 13.7 TI.I 2.6 f.....n.
THNoIS. .. vove e i2.2° 12.7 1.7 1.0 Lol
Missouri. ..., 12.0 13.1 II.I 2.0 fiiieens
New York 1r.8 12.3 II.4 0.9 lieunnnn
Connecticttt. ......oouvveiuaias 1L.9 12.3 11,1 .2 feieinn. 1
Maryland..........o.oveeais 11.5 14.9 7.9 - T PR ’
Kentueky. .. covveeicnironnnnnss 11,5 I1.2 1.8 [ioeveans. 0.6
Louisiana. ......c.ovuiveninnnn, 1.5 - 10.9 2.0 [[oeivrenns 1.1
Pennsylvania. ......coevvuinnn. 11.1 11.3 10.9 -2 N PO
S T 11.1. 10.9 b5 S N | RN a.5
Rhode Island........oovvneionn 11.0 11.2 10.7 0.5 |iivoa.n
New Jersey. ..covvvenneninnsnans 10.0 10.4 9.7 0.7 ferveirns
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TABLE 65.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE |
oF FOREIGN PARENTAGE 18 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, IT, Ch. X1, Table 12.]

|
Male rates F:x:ge !
STATE. Total. Male. Female, higher higher ‘ |
by | i
Nevada. cvvverereeenneneninen. 22.%1 19.4 25.2 [|reeeinrens 5.8 1
Oregotl. . ovvvvvve e 20.7 21.3 20.1 - T DA ]
North Carolina..............u., 20.3 21.5 19.0 2.8 [eaeenns
Tdaho. ..ovvvinn i 19.8 17.2 22,9 [lveeerines 5.8
Washington.............oovvenn 8.0 16.3 10.8 fl...eiein 3.5 ;
District of Columbia............ 17.9 24.3 1I.5 12.8 |....... i
Montana...........oevivivivin 7.9 10.3 b (o A | AN 2.8 ]
North Dakota............covvnns 17.0 15.9 1o f.on.n.. 2.1 4
Utah. coooiiie e, 16.8 18.0 15.5 2.8 |oevenns !
California. .......covvvivininnn 16.3 16.3 16.2 0.1 fiiieass ;
Tennessee. ........ooovvvivvrres 15.8 7.5 4.3 3e2 feesenes 1
Colorado. .....ovivvivinianenn, 15.0 14.6 15.3 fleeeeeennns 0.y
Kansas. ... ooviiiiiiiinn oo, 14.7. 13.7 15,8 Jleevoinnn 2.1
Mississippl. ...o.ovviiiiiiinn 14.6 14.9 14.3 0.6 l....... :
Sottth Dakota.................. 14.5 13.4 15.6 f[......o0. 2.3 4
Vermont. ..o vvvvivinnniiiien, 13.8 13.2 7T R | PN 1.2
Alabama................. ... 13.1 13.9 12.3 b I PN
Oklahoma. vovovvvviveeieniiien, 13.1 3.5 12.8 0 fovinnen
Minnesota. .ooooo v i 12.8 11.8 13.8 Jloeeieinnn 2.0
Georgia. ...oovvivviviiiiaiaiia 12.7 4.5 10,8 I T
Towa.... 12.6 12.§ 2.8 {...o0vnels 0.3 ¢
Maine. oooovreeviin i iininn, 12.6 I2.4 2.7 f[veeeiennn 0.3
ATiZOnA. (vt 12.4 13.6 12.2 0.4 |ovauien
Massachusetts. ..... 12.3 3.6 1I.0 2.6 |.......
West Virginia...........o.oonn 12.3 12.8 11.8 - N DA :
WYOING. +v e ovvviviienierien 12.2 9.1 157 Heveverens 6.6
; Virginda., .oooovv i 1.9 I1.2 13.4 floeieeenns 2.2
Nebraska. .......oviiiviinnnnn -11.8 I1.9 11.8 0.T foeurnn ;
: South Carolina...............s. 11.8 8.7 20.0 fliaieerias 11.3 :
Delawate, ..o innenn ©Ir.o I1.X 10.8 0.3 foeecien
{ UNITED STATES . . ovvvninionnn, 10.2 1I1.0 9.5 1.8 feeeeins g‘
New Hampshire. ................ 10.2 8.3 1.8 ...l 3.3
Arkansas. .. .....oc.oiiiiiieaien. 10.0 10.1 9.9 % T :
18 4% Lo P 9.9 11.3 8.6 2.7 [oeeinen
Kentteky. oovoorcviniiiiinnnen, 9.0 9.1 10,6 flevienenes 1.5
Wisconsift, oo ovvrvoiiiiniiiiien 9.9 9.2 10.6 J[..ov... I.4
Missoutri. o ovivenvinen i, 9.5 II.0 8.1 2.9 feeenins ]
New York...oovvvevieiiiiinnn, 9.2 IX.4 7.2 4.2 foeanann
Rhode Island. ............o0ovu 9.2 10.3 8.0 2.3 [ieeens i
New Mexico...vvvvvvirenaienann, 9.2 8.2 10,2 |leevrnnenn 2.0
Florida.......oovovvuviveenns, 9.1 9.4 8.8 0.6 |.vov...
. Michigan. .......ovvivviiiiannn 9. 8.6 0.6 fl..oviiat 1.0
: Connecticut. ......oovvivinnennn 9.0 9.9 8.1 1.8 |..o.l.
Maryland. ........coviivenenann 8.2 1.1 5.3 5.8 liovinis
Indiana........oooeevivenennn 8.2 9.3 7.2 2.0 |eeieas
New Jersey....oooveivniinenenns 7.5 9.2 5.9 3.3 |oeereen
TENOIS, o0 v ve e nees 7.3 8.3 6.1 2.4 |..oooien
] Pennsylvania................... 7.3 8.4 6.3 70 SN PR
Touisiana. ........cccovvvennenns 7.1 8.4 5.8 2.6 [.......
TEXAS, v vt et iiee i, 6.9 6.5 7.3 eeriinans 0.8

70080°—24—13
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. BUMMARY.

In summary it may be said that the tendency in the early years
is for the children of mixed parentage to attend school in as large
or latger proportions than those of native parents. When the
legal restrictions are relaxed the urban character of the mixed
parentage, in contrast to the rural native parentage, produces a
sharper decline in rates for mixed than for native parentage.
This is due to the superior economic opportunities offered by the
city. A further complication is the poorer financial situation
among the mixed parentage. A noticeable exception is found in
the South Atlantic division, where the *‘ poor whites’’ are numerous
and the mixed parentage class is on a high economic and cultural
plane. The foreign parentage class, with unimportant exceptions,
does not attend school i1 as large proportions as do the native
parentage or mixed parentage groups, though the various parent-
nationalities differ largely in their influences. The Mexican
and the French-Canadian elements are found to be very difficult
of assimilation, even among the generation born in this country
and in spite of amalgamation of blood.

As was shown in the chapter on the foreign- born white,
comparison between the various nationalities of foreign born is

- difficult, owing to the peculiar distribution at the various ages.
The same is true of comparisons between the parentage groups
of the native white and the foreign born. Superficial examination
indicates that the foreign-born whites are well-nigh universally
below the others in school attendance.

There seems to be a tendency for the native parentage and mixed
parentage groups to keep the girls in school, while foreign-born
parents tend to withdraw them from school, in larger proportions
than the boys. This is true both for the children born abroad
and for those born in the United States.




VIII. —
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOIL ATTENDANCE.

The statistics of school attendance do not warrant a far back-
ward look. As has been shown,' data gathered prior to the
Thirteenth Census are in large measure incomparable with those
obtained in 1910 and in 1920. The present historical chapter
will therefore be confined to a comparison of these two cross
sections, and a discussion of the development during the decade.
It is impossible to do more than point the way for further study,
as the data were classified differently in the two censuses, and it
is with difficulty that the material for 1910 can be put into form
similar to that in the more recent report. Effort will be made to
deal with striking instances of local change. These several
separate treatments should be regarded merely as patterns for
the individual research of those interested in particular localities.
The factors, age, ethnic difference, sex, and legislation, which in
the earlier treatment have been indicated as fundamental, will be
the bases of analysis. For the benefit of those who wish compari-
sons of a general sort, changes in the rates for the United States as
a whole and for the several geographic divisions are discussed at
the close of the chapter, though the reader is warned that the
modifications in such general rates have little or no significance.

In order to make clear the difficulties incident to the preparation
of the material for analysis a brief digression is necessary.

In the Fourteenth Census school-attendance data were classified

into the age groups 5 and 6, 7 to 13, 14 and 15, 16 and 17, 18 to 20
years and 21 years of age and over. The tabulation by ethnic
elements separated the foreign parentage and the mixed parentage.
In the Thirteenth Census the age groups used were 6 to 9, 10 to 14,
15 to 20 years, and the foreign and mixed parentage were thrown
together into a single class.

To make detailed comparison possible between 1920 and 1910
Tables 1 to 6,8, 9, 15, 16, and 19 were prepared by the Bureau
of the Census and are incorporated in the School Attendance
section (Ch. XI) of Volume II of the Fourteenth Census Reports.
Tables 2, 8, 9, 15, and 16 cover the United States as a whole for

1 See pp. X1V, XV, and also Vol. IT, p. 1041, of the Fourteenth Census Reports.
175
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the age groups 7 to 13, 14 and 15, 16 and 17, 18 to 20, and the
geographic divisions, States, and cities of 100,000 inhabitaats
or more, for the age classes 7 to 13, and 7 to 20 years, all by,
ethnic groups. Comparative figures for ages 7 to 13 and 7 to 20
are shown in Table 19, by divisions and States, for urban and
rural communities, without ethnic classification. Similar tabula-
tions, with detailed age grouping and urban and rural classi-
fication, are to be found for each principal class of the population
in Volume III, Table 2; for the several States.

The tables in' Appendix B reproduce in less detail the important
data of the census reports, and in some cases comparisons are
made in the form of percentages, for population groups and age
classes not shown in those volumes, notably in Tables I1, III, V,
IX, and X.

The change of age classes is a great improvement. No signifi-
cance could be attached to the rates for the ages used in the earlier
tabulation. ILegislation and social habit are in accord with the
age grouping adopted for the 1920 data. But for the present,
those who wish to make comparisons between the two enumera-
tions will have great difficulty. Only by much labor can the rates
be so revised from tables by single years as to be usable. Specific
rates for the entire country or general rates for subdivisions
are compositeés. Large variations from these are common when
the State or city is used as a unit, with division by ethnic classes
or other form of subclassification. This is of vital significance in
attempting an historical study of the trend of education, for there
may be but slight change in the general rates due to the offsetting
of a marked improvement in certain localities by an equal degree
of.retrogression in other centers. Thus the school-attendance rate
for the entire United States for 7 to 20 years in 1910 was 63.2 per
cent and in 1920, 68.1 per cent, an increase of 4.9 points. This
seems to have been due exclusively to improvement at the years
7 to 15, for there was decided diminution in general rates at the
older years. Again, the changes were relatively small for all the
population classes except the negro and foreign-born white, where
proportionately large increases appear. Analyses by States or by
cities disclose striking modifications in rates, which are obscured
in comparisons of changes in rates for large areas, increases in
some sectionsneutralizing decreases in otherswhen thrown together.
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Attempt is made in the pages which follow to single out
specific local situations as illustrations of the way in which other
analyses may be made. These should serve as patterns for those
who wish to pursue further researches and who have sufficient
patience to prepare the necessary tables.

STATE AND LOCAL CHANGES IN SCHOOL ATIENDANCE,

Attention is called to Tables 66 and 71 and particularly, in the
latter, to the West Sottth Central division. In the entire division
there was an increase in the attendance rate of 7.8 points, from
74.7 per cent to 82.5 per cent. In Louisiana the rate for the
entire population was 17.1 points higher in 1920 than in 1910,
while in the adjacent State of Oklahoma there was a decrease of
0.3 points during the decade. In the former State the rates for
each of the ethnic classes increased greatly, and in the latter, with
the exception of the native white of foreign or mixed parentage,
decreases occurred, ranging as high as 15.8 points for the foreign
born.

TABLE 66.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 10 13 YEARS OF AGE,
- BY CoLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 1910, WITH INCREASE
OR DrcrEASE IN RATES, FOR SrTaTES COMPRISING THE WEST SOUTH
CENTRAL DIvISION.
[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. 1I, Ch, XI, Table g.]

an NATIVE WHITE. INCREASE OR DECREASE, 1910-1920.!
1 For- Native white.
A For- | Gign-
ATR. . ; Negro. -
STATE classes. || Native eign or 753?; ¥ Al For- 3;;1!1-
parent- ’ﬁ’r’ée;‘ ’ classes. || Native | elgn or| bom |Nes™o-
ge. |P a é‘ - parent-| mixed | white.
ge. age. | pafent-
age.
Arkansas:
I020. . cvaveiaans 82,0 86. 2 90.9 78. 4 69.9 28 - a i3 -
1 ¢ N 74.2 79. 1 86.5| 6oz 6.8 ’
Louisiana:
h{-71- T 45.9 8s5.7 85,6 76, x 1.0 " 1204 0.6 23 0.3
B L3 L T 58.8 43.3 78.0 53.8 40,7
Oklahoma
IG20 4 niniinns 85.8 86. 5 9L.9 63.9 4. 8 s i 20| ~15.8 —aa
I9I0. it venviarns 86, 1 870 8.9 %9, 7 8o, 2 i .
Texas
b {-71- N B3 7 88,0 0.6 46.0 84.0 g 66 wo a0 e
IDI0 . eetrariies 46. 8 81. 4 66.6( 420 70. 2 : ' *

1 Decrease indicated by minus sign {~) prefixed to the difference,
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The foreign-born whites of Oklahoma have undergone marked
change since 1910. The wave of Mexican immigration, which
began with the decade 1900-1910, increased rapidly thereafter. In
1910 there were 2,645 white Mexicans in the State, and in 1920,
6,697. ‘These individuals took the places of an approximately
equal number of nationals of Central and Northern Europe.
That this is a major cause of the drop in foreign-born school
attendance is unquestionable. The slight diminution in the rate
for the native white of native patentage and the more marked
diminution for the negro may be explained by the altered eco-
nomic life of the State. During the decade the extensive oil field
developments drew many thousands from other States. The
increase in population was more than 371,000. This migration
was mainly of native white of native parentage, for during the
decade this nativity class increased nearly 370,000. Actuated as:
they were by the quest for wealth, it is not remarkable that they
should to some degree have neglected the education of their
children. A simultaneous increase in the negro population of
nearly 12,000 could not do otherwise than modify the earler
favorable position of the State with regard to negro education.
The data available do not afford an explanation of the improved
position of the foreign or mixed parentage group.

In Louisiana modernized school legislation was enacted begin-
ning in 19oz. At first there were various attempts to patch up.
existing legislation. About 1910 began the real drive toward a
general reform. In that year school attendance was made com-
pulsory in Orleans Parish (New Orleans city). By legislation
passed in 1914 all cities of 25,000 and over were required to effect
compulsory attendance and the parishes and school districts in
the rest of the State were allowed local option. The movement
culminated in 1916 when much of the previous legislation was re-
pealed and an elaborate and modern act was substituted under the
title “Free public schools.” This law provided for the establish-
ment, maintenance, and control of a complete system of public
schools. It attempts entire severance of the public school from
church influence and also takes cognizance of the adult illiteracy
problem and pledges the school system to the eradication of this
evil. It was supported in the same year by another act which
made education compulsory throughout the whole State. The
most marked effect of these provisions is found among the negroes

* "I'he foreign-born white popdlation of Oklahoma in 1910 numbered 40,084, and in 1920, 39,968
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and foreign-born whites, whose rates were very low in 1'910. The
rates for the native whites also increased materially, though to a
less degree. Much has been said in earlier pages of the extremely
poor educational standing of this State in 1920. With such
astonishiing progress in so short a time it is safe to predict that the
data of the next census will index even more rapid strides.

Tn Kansas the situation is similar to that in Oklahoma. The
foreign-born whites decreased from 135,190 to 110,578 persomns, a
shrinkage of 24,612. 7This drop came mainly among the nationals
of countries involved in the Great War., At the same time the
Mexican element among the foreign-born whites increased by 5,153.
The loss of large numbers of the best European stock and substi-
tution of the lower-grade Mexican produced a fall of 11.4 points in
the foreign-born attendance rates, in the face of material increases
in the rates for the native-born whites and the negroes.

TABLE 67.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 10 13 YEARS OF AGE,
By CoLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 1910, WITH IN-
CREASE OR DECREASE IN RATES, FOR K ANSAS.

[Sotirce; Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. X1, Table o.]

NATIVE WHITE. INCREASE OR DECREASE, T910-1920.)
Al For- Native white.
Tor- | clgn-
b classes. | Native | cign or blqm e All For: gg:
.| i white, . h " - .
p:“z“t ’:‘;r”c‘;‘g classes. || Notive | eign or| born Negro
g€ | P age parent-| mixed | white,
’ age. | parent-
age.
1920, 4 vavrscenaanses 94. § 4.9 04. 5 71. 3 94 5 oz p . -
IOIO. o aarrriranins 92.3 92. 4 93. 1 82. 7 88.8 ' : -4 -4 5T

1 Decrease indicated by minus sign (~) prefixed to the difference,

In the States of the South Atlantic division *—most particularly
in Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Florida—the rates for
each ethmic class rose during the 10 years. The most marked ad-
vance was in South Carolina, second in Florida. In both of these,
modern school-attendance legislation was not achieved until 1915.
In North Carolina and Virginia a start was made as early as 1907-8,
and part of the progress was indexed in the ratesfor 1910. In these
States the rise was marked but less than in the first two. The re-
form in Georgia did not occtr until 1916. Improvement there was
somewhat less, due to the shorter lapse of time and more conserva-

# See T'able 735, p. 194.
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tive changes in the laws. In Delaware and Maryland compulsory
educationn was established considerably before the 1910 census
and most of the eatly effect of the changed policy appears in the
1910 figures. In the District of Columbia and in West Virginia
small changes are discoverable, since there was early recogni-
tion of the necessity of education for all, and high proportion of
attendance in 1910. While in most of these States the greatest
improvement has come in negro education, all of the other
groups, particularly the native white, have been materially in-
fluenced by the legislation.

But one example of local change will be included here. Data
are available * if the reader wishes to study some particular city.
The computations necessary to make comparable the rates for
the two censuses are, however, very laborious.

In the 1910 data it is necessary to summate the absolute num-
bers of school attendants by single years into the total number of
school attendants in the age groups 7 to 13, 14 and 15, etc., for
each population element. Similar additions must be made for
the populations of those age groups and, since the two sexes are
tabulated separately with no ‘“Both sexes’ class, a further addi-
tion is required. In the 1920 data combination of the absolute
numbers of population and school attendants for the native white
of mixed parentage and for the native white of foreign parentage
is' necessary. Beside all these summations of absolute values,
rates must be computed for each class.

The city chosen for illustration is Baltimore, Md. Table 68 con-
tains rates for 1920 and 1910 in this city, by sex and age, and by
population classes and age, with increases and decreases during
the decade. There was an increase of 10.2 points in general rates.
This was due mainly to progress at the earlier ages. In the groups
7 to 13 years and 14 and 15 years theratesforthe two sexesincreased
about equally. Material improvement is evidenced for males at 16
and 17 years and at 18 to 20 years, while the changes for females at
these ages are slight. At 7 to 13 years the school attendance of all
ethnic classes improved. This is due in all probability to the
amendments to the compulsory education law of Maryland, which,
originally passed in 1902, was considerably modified in 1916.
Stricter requirements for labor permits brought about large

4 For study of this kind the reader is referred particulasly to the Thirteenth Census, Vol. I, Age, ‘Lable
49; School Attendance, Table 35;and to the Fourteenth Census, Vol, 1T, Ch. XTI, Tables 14-18.

—————— %,w;’
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increases in all rates at 14 and 15 years. The foreign-born rates
at 16 and 17 years were much greaterin 1920 thanin 1910. Negro
attendance dropped somewhat at this age and the attendance of
the other classes increased slightly. At the years 18 to 20 signifi-
cant increases occurred among all classes except the negro, in which
the rate for that age group was but slightly improved.

TaBLE 68.—SCHOO0L ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 10 20 YEARS OF AGE,
BY SEX AND AGE GRroOUPS, AND BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE,
1920 AND 1910, WITH INCREASE OR DECREASE IN RATES, FOrR BALTI-
MORE, Mb.

(Source: Hourteenth Census, Vel II, Ch. X1I, Tables 13, 16, and 17; Thirteenth Census, Vol. I, Ch, IV,
Table 49, and Ch. XTI, Table 35.]

PER CENT ATIENDING SCHOOL,

1
BY AGE GROUPS. INCREASH QR DECREA?E, 19101920

CLASS OF POPULATION AND

CHNSUS YEAR. 14 ond| 16 and 14and |16 and | 18 to
17 18 to 20(| 7 to 20| 7to 13 15 17

7t028(1 710137y 20
years. || years. years. || years, || years.

yeass, | years, years. | years. [years.
All classes:
Total—
.............. 62. 6. 8, 8 .8 .
1920 2.9 o1 | 6 as. o.r } o2 o0 | 158 . .8
b <3 {~ JORUI | 32,9 85.2 53.0 22. % 1.3
Male:
ID20. .. .uaiianiaes 64. 6.1 | 6o 26. 0.6
45 9 9 4 i 10.3 107§ 13.4 45 2.9
b {7 {- TR 54,2 834 S4.0| 22.4 (xR
Female!
.............. .6 2 . .3 .
1920 61 g6. 1| 68.2 | =24 7.8 ron3 w1l 1o .8 .
IOTO. . ivasnnianans 51.3 8s.0 52. 2 23.0 X"}
Native white ol native parent-
- dget
1920 64.71 96.6{ 704 | 27.9| 10.3 } o1 N axl| ny
1910 54.6 || 85.5] s6.5( 258 8.6

Native white of foreign or
mixed parentage:

1020, . sesrenneriaancaninses 64.8 || o6.3 | 659 3ry 8o } i3 0o s03 a "1

|07} C TN 35|l 864 456 103 59 ' : ’
Foreign-born white;

TO20. ¢ v uvnnass fessianeas 40.8 030 | 632 22. 1 7.4 }

2. 1.2 | 246 xo0 2.8

TOTOL e v vrrsenanernnnnoces 3790 82.8] 38.6 X2 4.6 9 4 4

Negro: . .
...................... 3 . 3 6. 1 3
1920 58.4 | 93.7] 6061 2 73};3 3l Bal—og| o6
QIO s tvvvnviarnnnrsnonine ' 50.6 B2.4 61. 2 26.8 6.7

t Decrease indicated by minus sign (—) prefixed to the difference.

This is but meager illustration of what may be done-—mnot
without arduous effort, it is true—with data which may be obtained
from the volumes of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Censuses.
Careful analyses for specific regions and localities should give
definite measures of the effect of economic, legislative, and other
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social changes on school attendance. Many ‘‘movements,” well
meaning but largely experimental, are undertaken in various
parts of the Nation. Little is attempted by way of measuring
the effect of these trials. They are watched closely for a while
but are soon lost sight of, interest centering in the applications of
newer theories. The result of many of these experiments could
be estimated with sufficient degree of accuracy from the data
which are the basis of this chapter. A case in point is the super-
ficial attempt to indicate the time required before school legisla-
tion can be fully effective. In the hands of educators the data
should yield interesting and valuable results. It would be well
for agencies which now are undertaking the planning of educa-
tional programs in parts of the country with which they are rela-
tively unfamiliar, to study the past development of those regions
before recommending radical reforms

THE GENERAL SITUATION,

Since some may desire a discussion of the general trend of school
attendance in the decade 1910-1920, a brief analysis of the rates
for the United States by age, sex, and ethnic elements has been
prepared, supplemented by a similar treatment of rates for the
geographic divisions. As was stated earlier in this chapter, the
comparison of these rates has little significance and for that reason
has been relegated to the end of the chapter. Study of modifica-
tions in general rates tends to persuade the investigator that but
slight changes have occurred, nearly all favorable in direction, and
is almost sure to prevent him from discovering important local
changes and the causes which are producing serious local problems.
It is the trend of State, county, and city in education that is of
real significance.

In 1910 there were in the United States 29,785,997 individuals
between the ages of 5 and 20 years, inclusive. In 1920 the num-
ber in this age class was 33,250,870, an increase of 3,464,873 per-
sons, or over 10 per cent. During the decade the school attendaunce
at these ages was increased by 3,727,099 persons—from 17,646,877
in 1910 to 21,373,976 in 1920—or over 21 per cent. In other
words, the increase in school attendance was at twice the rate of
the augmentation of the school population. This in itself seems
to indicate real progress. On the other hand, a comparison of the
changes in terms of absolute numbers does not show as bright a
picture, for the 3,727,099 more children in schools are almost com-
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pletely accounted for by the 3,464,873 increase in the number of
children of school age. The net gain was but 262,226 persons.
Put in slightly different fashion, there were 12,139,120 persons 5
to 20 years who did not attend school in 1910 and 11,876,894
persons in 1920, ,

The best index, however, is the attendance rate. In 1910, 59.2
per cent of the total population of school age attended school,
while in 1920 the corresponding rate was 64.3 per cent, an increase
of 5.1 points. Improvement—marked but by no means striking—

has been made.
THE ETHNIC FACTOR.

The greatest progress is found in negro school attendance.
The negro attendance rates 5 to 20 years were 44.7 per cent in 1910
and 53.5 per cent in 1920, an increase of 8.8. The improved situa-
tion is more striking among the males, the increase for the sexes
being 9.5 points for males and 8.1 points for females, as shown
below.

TABLE 69.—SCHOOL, ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 5 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE,
BY SBX, AND BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND IQIO,
WITH INCREASE IN RATES, FOR THE UNITED STATES.

[Source: Fotrteeath Census, Vol, ILL, United States, Table 2.]

PER CENT. ATTENDING SCHOOL. INCREASE, 1910-1920,
POPULATION CLASSES. ‘ :
Total. Male. Female, Total. ‘Male, |Female,
All classes:
...................... 6. 64.1 64.
1920 4- 3 4 4.5 } o1 5o or
b {<} TR Kesssansnans 59.2 59.1 . 59.4
Native white of native parentage: .
TO201 4ttt venniee e e 66, 9 66.6 67.3 } y c
b3 T 63.2 63,2 63. 2 * 34 *
Native white of foreign or mixed par-
entage:
I020. ¢ suursenacnsrniorecivirrrae 63.8 66,0 65. 7 }
.8 s
191041 1etessreeeeentanea s 62.0 623 6r.y 3 a7 *o
Foreign-bom white:
TO20. s vsuvrrraannsoscesnsrssaian o] 45.8 42
5 4 7 } 55 s 3.6
I9I0. . iaaans e 387 38.3 39. 1
Negro
B T T PO 53.5 52,4 548 } 5.8 o5 81
B L T PN sy 42,9 46. 4

Among the whites the change was less. For the native white
of native parentage population 5 to 20 years, the attendance rates
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1

for the entire school age for the two census years were, respectively,
63.2 per cent and 66.9 per cent, an increase of 3.7 points.

The native white of foreign or mixed parentage were like the
native parentage in their development, having attendance rates of
62.0 per cent and 65.8 per cent—3.8 points higher in 1920
The increases for the sexes were about equal.

‘The foreign-born white make a more favorable showing than do
either of the other nativity groups among the whites. The respec-
tive attendance rates were 38.7 per cent and 44.2 per cent, a gain’
of 5.5 points. Particular improvement is found among the males.

It is evident that the most striking progress has been made
among the negroes, next the foreign-born whites, and last the
native-born whites.

AGE,

When the problem is analyzed from the point of view of age, it
is found that different changes have comein the several age periods.
Table 70 presents the attendance rates and points change by age
and sex for the total United States and for the color, nativity,
and parentage groups in this total population.

If the “‘total” rates for all classes are inspected, it appears that
during the compulsory years attendance increased greatly, and
that for the ages when labor permits are granted there was even
more striking improvement. In the later years, when attendance
is voluntary, a slight falling off is seen. Examination of the male
and female rates discloses somewhat greater rise in male than
in female rates 7 to 13 years and 14 and 15 years. At 16 and 17
years the male rates declined sharply, though the female rates
increased and were well above the male. There was a decrease
for each of the sexes at 18 to 20 years.

At 7 to 13 years there was general improvement except among
the foreign born, the greatest appearing among the negroes.’ Next
were the native white of native parentage. The native white of
mixed parentage and the native white of foreign parentage were
last, with equal degrees of change. It should be noted, however,
that the rates for native parentage in 1920 were still below those
for the foreign parentage and for the mixed parentage in 1910.
Among the foreignborn a decline in rates occurred at this age.

¢ ‘This astonishing change is due in part to the altered attitude in the South toward negro education and
to improved economic circumstances throughout the South, and also to the earnest and admirably con~
ducted activities of such agencies as the Phelps-Stokes Fund and similar groups, and to the attitude of the
negroes themselves,
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TABLE 70.~—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE,
BY SEX AND AGE GROUPS, AND. BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE,
1920 AND 1910, WITH INCREASE OR DECREASE IN RATES, FOR THE
UNITED STATES. ’

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. I, Ch. XI, Table 2.}

RATES.
CLASS QgERC'ENSUS 7 to 13 years. 14 and 15 years. 16 and 17 years. 18 to 20 years,
Total.| Mute, e \rotal, Mate,| TS {(Total.{{ Mate TS livotal. | aate, T
All classes:
1920y ssevieeannaf 90.61 904 90.8|| 79.9[f 79.5] Bo.4|| 429l 403 45.5| 148 14.8 149
1910, . vaasnens| 86.3|l 858 864l 7s.oll 4.4 9561 43 1l 4r7| 44.5] 18.2f 15.5] x8.0
Native white (total): .
I920..,... werere| 9271 02.7 92.8) 8zal 82.0 B2.4| 44.7 42 I A7.2)| ¥5.9[ 159 16.0
19104 vveveen.| Bousl| 89.3] 89.6| 783l 78.x1{ 4B.s|| 46.0|l 449 4v.zll 1.3l 179 167
Native white of na-
tive parentage— )
I920..0asuuses N 92.2|| 92.0 94a.3|| 83.9|| 83.4] B4.4) 487 457 5.6 sl xnz 1Ny
I9I0, . v..s e 88.2|| 88.0| 88 4i Bo:a| %9.8] 8o.ol| s1.x|| 49.9! 52.4l| 9.6l 205 18.8
Native white of
mixed parentage—|
IY20ie i vinrens g saafl osd 94.3)) 82,0 8r.y 822/ 4r6) 383 44.7)] 151 150 152
IOI0. . i viuvanan] 928 92.0] o2, 8| 8.4\ 8.6 8.4l 4wzl 40.3] 443! 3.5l 14.9] 160
Native white of for-
eign parentage— .
P20, ¢ iuuiainnn o4.0fs 941 odoll 758 6.8 74 8| o4l 20.8 31.6|] z0.2} ixo o3
IPI0. . cvusisnar.| 925! 92,7 o2.4) 70.9 72.01 69.9|| 30.4| 30.2{ 307 9.9 I0. I 9.7
Forelgn-borm white:
1920.. .. 84.1(| 84.2 84.0)) 66.%|| 68.3] 65.0ll Z3. 5t 24.5 22.6 7 O] 8.6 356
87.1] 87.4] 86,8 s8.9ff 64l sb.z|| x5 18.4| 16 5 4. 6] 4.8 4%
96.5]| 7351 77-6[f 68.4|| 6s5-0f #%2.3]| 39.2|| 341 43.8|| x0.8 oy 1.7
64.1)f 62.3, G6G.ol 58.3) s53.2] 63.4f] 35 5| 306/ 4o0.%)| xx.7jj r0.5 1207
INCREASE OR DECREASE, 1910-1920.!
All.dasses“..‘.... 45 46 44 49 51 4.8} —o2) —rngd 1o —0.4) ~o0.%| —o.3
Native white (total)....| a.2|| 34 3.2 39l 39 a9l ~rng|| —28 oaf ~r.4ll —~2.0 —oy
Native white of na-
tive parentage....| 4.0/ 4.0 3.9 3. 6 3.6l 3.5/| —24|| —4.2| —0.8|| —2.1}] —3.2] —1.z
Native white of
mixed parentage. . 5 L5 1.5 3.3 31 3.5 —o9ft —r8 o4l —o.4 o1 —0.8
Native white of for-
eign parentage.... 1.5 L4 n6| ‘49 4.8 4.9 0.3l —o.4] 0.9 0.3 o9 —oz
Foreign-horn white, ....| —3.0[| —3.2] —2.8 7.8 6.6 8.9l 6.9 6.1 6.1 2.4 3.8 1z
Negro...ooovieiiiinnn, 12.4| 13.3] xr.6l{ zo.4ll L8 8.9 3.7 3.5 3.9 o 9] =08 —1.0
1 Decrease indicated by minus sign (—) prefized to the difference.

For all ethnic groups the changes for males and for females were
about the same except that the drop among the foreign born was
somewhat greater for the males and the improvement in negro
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~attendance less for females. However, the male rate among the
foreign born remained higher than the female, and the female
rate for negroes above that of the males.

There was great improvement throughout all the ethnic groups
for both sexes at the years 14 and 15, particularly among the
foreign-born white and the negro. ‘The markedly higher attend-
ance of the foreign-born females and of the male and female
negroes are the salient points brought out by the rates for this
age class,

Male rates in 1920 were below those in 1910 in all groups except
the foreign-born white and the negro at 16 and 17 years. Among
these two the increases noted for the age 14 and 15 years con-
tinued in the class 16 and 17 years. All female rates showed
improvement except that for native-born girls of native parent-
age. Among them a sharp drop in attendance occurred, though
by no means as marked as for boys of the same parentage group.

At 18 to 20 years all female rates fell off during the decade
except those for the foreign-born white, among whom the rates
increased, Male rates for the native white of native parentage
and for the negroes were decidedly lower in 1920 than in 1910,
‘The foreign-born male rates were much improved and the male
native white of foreign parentage were somewhat higher than
before.

From atiother angle it may be said that for the compulsory period
and the period of permitted absence the rates for both sexes of the
native white of native parentage were higher in 1920 than in 1910,
due to itnproved educational policy, but that for the later ages there
appears to have been a decided setback to attendance, particularly
among males. It is probable that the extensive employment of
women and young boys during the war played a large part in
this drop, for the boys were withdrawn from school at an early
age to work in shop, store, or home. Once freed from the routine
of attendance, many never returned to resume their interrupted
training. A somewhat similar situation developed among the
native white of mixed parentage, but to a far less marked degree.
The foreign-born white, on the contrary, had diminished rates
during the compulsory period, with large increases in the later
years. This early decrease is difficult to explain. It appears
from a study of a few localities that it may have been due to
the low cultural level of the most recent immigrants. The in-
creases at the later ages were undoubtedly due to the very low
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1910 rates among the foreign born at those ages, and indicate the
effort of society to whip this group into line. That close resem-
blance exists between the foreign-born white and the native
white of foreign parentage is shown by the generally similar trends.
Increases of large size from 7 to 17 years in the negro rates were
due to the development of public opinion in favor of training the
negroes and to organization to forward their education. The drop
in the late years may be attributable to the newer policies of
vocational training which are replacing the earlier ideal of classical

courses. .
GEOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS.

Changes in rates as general as those compared in the preceding
section, while useful where large differences appear, are apt to
mislead where the differences are small. Thus, the large increases
in negro attendance at 7 to 13 years give positive indication of
Lighly significant improvement. On the other hand, it can not be
deduced that the changes among the native white of foreign
or mixed parentage at 16 and 17 years were immaterial, merely
because the rate for the entire United States was the same in 1920
as in 1910. As a matter of fact, in certain sections great improve-
ment in attendance is found for this group, while in others a signifi-
cant falling off in rates appears.

To understand the trend during the decade it is necessary to
subdivide into small geographic units. The regular reports of
the Census Bureau do not contain for 1920 and 1910 tables classi-
fied by nativity-parentage groups which are comparable for sub-
divisions of the United States, except for the age classes 7 to 20
and 7 to 13 years. A special tabulation by geographic divisions
for 14 and 15 years, 16 and 17 years, and 18 to 20 years has
been made for the present volume. This is set forth in Tables
72 to 74, inclusive. Space does not permit tabulation by States
for these ages by nativity-parentage groups.

At the years 7 to 13 an increase in general school-attendance
rates took place during the decade. As has just been shown,
this was primarily among negroes, though with definite improve-
ment among the native white. The attendance of the foreign
born at the same time decreased. From Table 71 it appears that
the general increase came primarily in the South Atlantic, Hast
South Central, West South Central and Mountain divisions, where
increases occurred ranging from 5.4 points in the Mountain

H
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division to 10.0 points in the South Atlantic division. That this
increase was by no means solely among the negroes is shown by
the surprisingly great improvement in attendance among the
native white in these geographic units. In all of these but the
Mountain division material progress in foreign-born education took
place. In the rest of the divisions, the changes in rates were
small, except for the material decrease in attendance of the foreign

‘born in New England.

Striking improvement of foreign-born attendance at 14 and 15
years has taken place in all geographic divisions except the West
South Central and the Mountain, where but small increases are
found. Marked appreciation in rates among the native white of
native parentage took place in all divisions except New Hngland,
the West North Central, and the West South Central. In the di-
visions named the increases, not only of the native white of native
parentage but of the foreign and mixed parentage as well, were
slight. The only decrease was among the negroes of New England,
though there were increases of but 0.4 points in the native parent-
age group in New England and 0.8 points among the negroes of
the Mountain division.

At 16 and 17 years there was a decrease of 0.2 points for “all
classes,’”” in the entire United States. This actually conceals sig-
nificant changes in different parts of the country for the various
classes. With the exception of the Fast and West North Central
divisions, where there were decreases of 1.7 and 1.6 points,® the
rates for the negroesincreased materially, particularly in the West
South Central, Mountain, and Pacific divisions. In all sections
the foreign-born rates increased. Among the foreign or mixed
parentage group considerable disparity of change is found. The
largest decrease was in the West North Central division, 3.2 points,
and the greatest increase, in the Hast South Central, 6.2 points.
The rates for the native white of native parentage were lower in
1920 in the various divisions except the Mountain and Pacific.

For the period of higher education, 18 to 20 years, the rates
for the negroes decreased in all but the Pacific and New England
divisions, where there were increases of 3.8 and o.3 points, re-
spectively. The foreign-born rates increased everywhere except
in the West South Central division, where the rates for the two
censuses were the same. The native white of native parentage

8 These decreases are due to the importation of illiterate negro families from the South during the years
of the war.
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‘rates decreased in all but the Pacific division, where the increase

‘was 3.1 points; the largest decreases were 4.0 points in the South
Atlantic and 4.1 points in the East South Central divisions. ¥
Small changes occurred in the rates for the foreign or mixed :
parentage.

TasrE 71.—ScHoorn ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 T0 13 YEARS OF AGE,
BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND I9I0, WITH INCREASE
or DErcreASE IN RATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

{Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol 11, Ch. XTI, Table g.)

NATIVE WHITE. INCREASE OR DECREASE, 1910-1920.}
Native white,
T For-
GHOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND 'All Na- vig S.r;r eipn- | Ne- For
CHNSUS YEAR. c ua\;e- mixed ‘v?i‘:l).i?é gr0. All Na- eiF::r)} cign- | Ne-
par | par- . 1 tive |280°7| bom | gro.
a ent- par- [XED Iyhite,
ge | a par- : i
ge. ent~ t :
age, | ot Ik
age. !
United States: }
go. 6 92.2 94 1| 841 6. 8 s o
86. 1|l 88.a} 926 87z | 641 4 4
9531 95.2| 958 | go.1| o951 o
osa | ssal| ss8| sma| ean | Tl
. . 88.8 3
94-3 94: 7 94 4 93. 4 13 f4
93.0| 93.3| 934| 900} Bo.7
95.1 954 | 950 90. 5 94. 7 L6 .3
03.5| 93.6| 93.8] 89.4| 906
3 N 8s. 8o. .
93.9 94.3 94. © 57 . 7 2.4 2.6
QL. § 91.% 92:3 B4.1 83.4 |
85.6 (| B8g.2| 03.6| 89| %8
x0. o 7.1
75.6 8rr| 87.8| 8.1 | 640
83.6 88.5| p20f Ba1| 416 8.6 "o
75.0 || 8o.9| go.0o| 742 | 625
8a, 87.0 6. 1 A 2,
2. 5 7 ki 47.3 72.5 7.8 55
19407 8rnx| 42.1| 459 | 585
.8 3 . .6 | ong
9 93.9 93.3 74 54 58
86. 4 88.1| go.0 789 84.8
N .8 . 86, 2 .
94. T 94 94.5 93.9 a9 33
91.2 9.5 | 92.4 | 87.4| o1.0

1 Decrease indicated by minus sign (—) prefixed to the difference.
T0080°—24——-14
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TABLE 72.—~SCHOOIL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 14 AND 15 YRARS OF AGE,
B8Y COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 19I0, WITH INCREASE
" OR DECREASE IN RATES, BY‘GEOGRAPHIC Drvistons. '

[Source: Fourteeﬁth Census, Val, I, Ch. XI, Table 12; Thirteenth Census, Vol I, Ch, IV, Tables 2p and 43,
and Ch. XI1, ‘L'able 26.)

NATIVE WHITE. INCREASE OR DECREASE, 1910~1g920.1
Native white.
F For-
GHOGRAPHIC DIVISION AND | All Na- | &9 ) eign. | Ne- ¥
CENSUS YHAR, 1 tive |82O0 Hom | gro. For- or-
mixed f Al Na- | i eign- | Ne-
par- white. 1l Y elgor| o
et | P35 c Ve | mixed | JOFR | 810
age, | ent- par- ar. | White.
£€ | age, ent- Ent-
age. | oo
United States:
TGROuivsvarevsnriens]| 790 83.9| 7710l 667 68.7
49 36} 43: 78] 10
k<7 {- N o980 8o.3| 73.6] s8.9[ 583 4
New England:
1920.. .. 0s ciiivirsiianes] 183 || B3| yry] 6ol s
I o I 6 —~o.
b+ - Cavasnes] 73,6 82,8 %0.3 5541 797 7 4 4 s *
Middle Atlantic:
I920. 41 unaencctassnansneasl 793 83.4( 76.3] 69.2f 8a.4
. 8 4.6 6,6 A 10,0
b4 3 <= T O & -1 78. 8 6g.7 | 61.3 72, 4 8 9
Hast North Central:

vevivieninns] Bzl Bs4] w8 w4l 836
19T0. v e vviennanran TN I L X 82.9 9.6 | 58.2 46, 1
‘West North Central:

}
|
|
|
S o P
|
}
|
|

1920, ..

IOV v e ieurivrnvensivinans] 83.6 83.4| 82.2( 65.1( 749
South Atlantic:
I920. st etinnonnsrinnsrnans 754 7.5 7581 68.61 67.9 83 54l 24] 24| 1y
E2:3 L TN vool Bzl waT) 63.4] 4403 | 6.2 ' ' '
East South Central:

TO20.ciianisnnn PN R ¥ X1 82,2 8r3| 73.3) 66.6

7T 59{ ino| I3 7.8

IOIO. ot ciiirininniniieans] qO4 76. 3 3t s56.aif. 588
West South Central:

G20 s v iiinnnnan 76’.9‘ 82,0 67.8| 37.8| 6735

I910.uann. Crerenerenraennn 92,8 || 8o.1| 66.5| ad4.0| s56.2 41 »e 3 38] 13
Mountain:

I920. .o ivsirnverisioaarersl B0 7 Bo.9 B86.9 64.5 | Bs.o

IOI0. s e evervnnserasncnssnsl B34 |l 862 | 849 63.4| 822 3.3 3.9 »0 rx| o8
Pacific;

1920, e .iiiianiaviaanraasis| 8902 or.3| 83.5]| 46.21] 8oz

1910, ,..... e vood] 853010 Bry| 844 69.8| Braz } 39 3.4 4t 6.3 8.0

i Decrease indicated by minus sign (—) prefixed to the difference.




THE DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 191

TaABLE 73.—8CHO0L, ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, SR .
BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 19IO, WITH INCREASE N
OR DECREASE IN RATES, BY GHOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS. ‘ P ‘

[Source: Fourteenth Census, VoI, T1, Ch. XI, Table r2; Thirteenth Census, Vol. I, Ch. IV, Tables 29 and 43, s : i
and Ch, XIT, Table 26.] RS

NATIVE WHITS.|- INCREASE OR DECREASE, 1910-1920.1 ]
Native white, ;
GHOGRAPHIC DIVISION aND | All || Na- | FOr 'ggnl;- :
CENSUS YEAR. cl tive |TEROT] born Negroll il wa. | For gg{; Ne-
par | par- white, 1 tive | TR0 born | gro.
ent- . par- white,
g | age ent- | DA&-
age. | gee
United States:
1920, 440ss s veeverenre] 42,9 487 345} 235| 39.2 }—o.a TN
I0IO...isivecreesios] 43.T || STI| 345| 17.5] 338
New England:
TOZ0, .t vensnrianrioosinnis 30.0 so.0| 34.4| 23.4] 39.6 } . —x.3‘ s
IOIO. s v e v vavrannercenenn . 368 51.3 31.9 6.5 383
Middie Atlantic:
1020, 44 vueraeesinarnries oo 323 3B9| 273 anv| 3w }—-—r.: 34| =t
. IQIO. e sraran et 33 4 42.3 28.2 16.7| 308
Rast North Central:
B 137 1 T veverned] 404 458 32.9| 23.3]| 373 } oall —24q 26
b 17 £ T iierired} 40,0 48,2 30.3 15, 3 o
West North Central:
X920, .t uoreninnasiiriraen Jdoa8x s2,2 1 4n§]| 38.2] 400 }_3.0 P
I9I0 v s vnnares Cecasanares| KL X 56,4 447 24. 2 42. 5 o
South Atlantic: .
1920. 43.7 47.3 ) 343 ans| 382 }—-o.x 3 26
XOTO4 4t s aasarsnnranrnvenne 43.8 so.5] 37| 146 342
East South Central:
TOZ0.u st verovoneoonrionans 48.3 5.8 43.0| 3551 403 } og | —1s 64
IOIO. . vunanan PP 47.8 §3.3 36,8 22,9 3rr
West South Central:
1920, .. 4. e | a8.x s2.7| 335| 158 408 ]»—o.s S .
£+ L TORRN PRV cened] 489 55.8 ] 36.0f 1481 347
Mountain:
I020, .0 veinaans B 57.0 6.8 | 5391 2.4 s03 } £3 06 o8
IGIO. s rsannnerornanacenns 857 61,2 52.9 23. 5 44. 0
Pacifie:
TOR04 4 convnreenainarinens s5.4 || 60.4| s1.7| 33.0] ss0 } ot ma 56
b {3 - PURNN PR 52.3 58.2 | 48.12 26,51 453
1 Decrease indicated by minus sign (~) prefixed to the difference.
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YaBLy 74.—ScHooL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 18 T0 20 YEARS OF AGE,
BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 1910, WITH INCREASE
OR DECREASE IN RaTES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. 11, Ch, XI, Table zz; Thirteenth Census, Vol.I,Ch. IV, Tables 29 and 43,
and Ch. XII, Table 26.]

NATIVE WHITE. INCREASE O R DRCREASE, 1910-1920.1
Native white,
Al N For- | Tor-
GHOGRAFHIC DIVISION AND A | 3 eign- '
CENSUS YEAR. classes,|| tive [SFROM hom | Neero, Na. | For- gg“;‘_ Ne
P | par white. classes.)} tive | T30 born | gro.
aga. | oot par- ar. |White.
8% | age, ent- ) EAY
age. | -
age.
United States:
1920, chvvinnisreennrs] 148 .8} 119 70| 108 - or
-0, 2 a. et
b {~: TN vereees) IS 2 19.6 1L 8 4.6 11,7 4 4 9
New England:
Y920,y s ennrrsnsnnsvessnncan] ISG 2L x| I%§ 8.0 2.0 }
LI ~ra .3 a7 o3
I9T0. i nvaninnnnnniaesnsse] 1300 22,3 | 1202 530 ¥ty
Middle Atlantic:
1920, .. ... tereesersiiinaas] ILO|| 339 o 6.7 6.8 }
ox |l ~ry| —og4 2.0| o5
IOXOs e cecruasrvarmirinionel IOD 15.6 05 4% 7.3
Hast North Central:
I020. 0 e eriirrrenrveesernedl 134l 159 1008 6.6 8.4
t or{f ~xng 0.6 2.9 | —~2.5
TOIO. y e usriisronenrsnonsasl 1331 17,4 9.9 7| e
West North Central;
1920, .4 0un [ I | 19.2 | 14.8 B.o| 1nyg } . —
0T, s aaarinnsnvsninresead] ZR7 Il 2009 150 56{ 12.4 4 7 o4 4 °9
South Atlantice: :
L PP 14. 6 6.9 12.6 8.3 11.0 } . 6
TQIO s v vurrnensrenraneeses X591l 20,9 1x0 40| 1L6 -3 4.0 L 4.3 | o6
East South Central:
b {3 2 S ervaess] 36.8 19.2{ 14.0| 1.1 | 1.6 } g .
IPIO. .t airreiriarniieenns 106 (- 23.3| 13X 5.6{ 13.1 : * *9 5 5
West South Central:
1920, . aars 14.7 .0 0.1 3.8 10. 8
—~2,0 [ =-a.g{ —a.8...... P B> 4
IOI0. o vsusnns 6.7 9.9 ! 10.9 3.8 0. ¢
Mountain:
TQ20. s iivaesrenararoiaas] 20.0 22.6 | 18.6 6.2 | 103
o, -o. 5 | —o. LX) -1,
IOIO. cveenssrunanrenanones| 0.3 23.1 18.8 4.1 Iy 7 8 o2 2.1 e
Pacific: )
I9200 e iirertnisisaronints 22,1 25. 2 20.0 0.0 6.0 : 8
I0T0. s s ueeirnenssneonrones IGIH 221 X0 sz | 1232 4° 3 30 4 38

1 Decrease indicated by minus sign (~) prefixed to the difference.
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TABLE 75.~SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 10 13 YEARS OF AGE,
BY CoLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 1910, WITH INCREASE
OorR DECREASE IN RATES, BY STATES.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol IT, Ch, XTI, Table .]

:
NATIVE WHITE, INCREASE OR DECREASHE, 10xo-1920.} . ]
" Native white,
ot~
DIVISION, STATH, AND cunNsus| All || Na- eiFm;r eign- | New Fot-
©YRAR. 1 tive [GIER borm | gro. For- | &
. par- mixed | b All || Na- | G0 eign- Ne-
ent. | Per ' classes.|| tive nixed bora | gro.
age ent- par- ar. | White.
* age, ent- | P
ent-
age- | goo
NEW ENGLAND.
Maine: '
T0U0. v rveerererrrerennness] 943 [ 94.3] o491 809§ 931 } - L6 ”a s oy
IOT0. v urarerseenieinenn| 923 ) 92,7 ) 923 87| 92.4 :
New Hampshire:
X920, .4 s vuranrvens veriesss| 034 93.5| 940 | 881 ®* }
-1, ~z.3 | =ns | —
1910..,.. Ceraiens veed] 949l 94.8| 95.5| 926 ) 5 45 O
Vermont:
1920... .- v 930 oao| 944 8Ba| @ }_I gl ~1o|~r6|—38] ®
S £ O o571l 959 960| 922 m ' - -
Massachusetts:
1920 s uvarnrenrinenonnnd] 96T 96.5{ 964 go.1| 959 } or|l o3 -2.7] o1
IOI0. \ v e aenaeanranaeen o6.oll o6.2]| o6.4) 928 958 ' Il
Rhode Island; ;
1920, .1 iiiiiireaiiiininnenf 956 9671 gho| go.I( 922 } Y r4| 58[=o3i—~as ';
1910, s v ereviierineneinnd 939 |l 9471 943 | 90.é] o5 *
Connectleut:
1920: 110 vl oeTH s4 I 953 ez ese }—o ofl ~xa| =09 | —212 I3 b
1910, ... .| 956 953| 96.a] 93.3| 93.8
MIDDLE ATLANTIC
New York: :
' i
193011 vvveaiinvenieend] 939 || 3.9 | 944 8.8 o3 } oa|| o4|=ot|-sa| w8 o
E {3 (- TN Ceeevaas 93. 7 93.5| 945 920 | 913 .
New Jersey:
TOZ0. .o iiarneenanns PR o4. 9 93.4 | 95| Bo.2a| 94.1 } s a4 . ox o5
1910, ... [P PPI PN 02.6 || 93.0( 930 Bo.x| 8p6 * ! !
Pennsylvania; ;
TO20. e it errernanantarernnn 04. 5 95.0 94. 2 B8. 4 93 2 } - L8 a4 g "4 Y
3 vevviiieand] 92,31 932 918) 850| BRSB '
HAST NORTH CENTRAL,
Ohio: . »
¢ 72 TP N hes..f 96O 96. 1| 96.2) 923! 958 } Lo o8 L8 s vo - .
IQI0. csvereeonasorreneecnsf 94T 943 | o944 | 8.8 on8 ’ : !
Indiana: ;
2 049l 951| 94.0) 89.3] 942 l .6 6 - - s :
13 (- TR Cheenees 93.3 93.51 92.91 871 917

1 Decrease indicated by minus sign (—) prefixed to the difference,
1 Rate not computed, base being less than roo.

[
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TABLE 75.——SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 70 13 VEARS OF AGE,
BY COoLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 1910, WITH INCREASE
OR DECREASE IN RaTES, BY Srargs—Continued.

NATIVE WHITE, INCREASE OR DECREASE, rgro-rgzo.}
F VF Native white,
or- 'or-
DIVISION, STATE, AND CENSUS | 4y) tI_:Ta- cign or| eign- | Ne- Tor | For-
YHAR. classes ’: € |mixed! bomn | gro. (| All || Na- " nr or| elen- | Ne-
PRI 1 hare | white: classes.|| tive |58 bor | gro.
ent- mixed .
ent- par- white,
282 1§ age. . ent. | Par
age ent-
* age.
BAST NORTH CENTRAL--COI,
Iifinois:
b1~ T TS - % 4 g5.1{ 94 5| 923 83.7
2.2 2. I, I, 6.
IQT0. 4 s eeinuvasvserarsanss] 928 92,6 | 93.2| 889 87.3 } $ 3 4 4
Michigan:
xpzc 04.9 95.3 05. 0 90. 3 95. 2 } 0.8 0.9 ot | —o.4 s
980, .. ... vees] 947l 944 94.3) 907 93.7
Wisconsin:
O Cereees . . 3 88. ,
1920 945 || 94.5] 949 9| 950 } o8 o6 ol .
I910. st tiiveniirrnonsinasy| 9371 03.9| 93.9| 889 | o3
WEST NORTH CENTRAL.
Minnesota: )
PN . L1 | 886 2
1920 935 941 ) 94 955 } 0.9 T 08! —xo 2.8
I9I0. o vuensiinnoninarenes] 93011 93.0| 93.3| 80.67 o2.%
Towa:
e eaniiarivecearieany 3 s . 88.0 . 0
oo 95:9 9521 947 95 } 1.8 2.0 Lo 2.0 2.6
h<) << PR cerreecaens] D32 93.2{ 93.7( 86.o| g92.4
Missouri:
TOI0. 4 uvenirrnnnvas PN -1 3.6 ] 4.3 8.7 868
o 4 s 4 3.3 3.3 9 2.3 6.4
IGIO st nsrarsanssanivasnd 9L 1 603 02.4( 864 8a.4
North Dakota:
1020,. ..., birirsaseensss] 9ZX 030 92.4) 868 O] }
6.0 .0 LT | x2.8
EOO. s, sirreerriiiaines-s] 86T 880 Bra| ol @ 5 5 * ®
South Dakota:
I920. . vesiierensvenerees.| 938 | 041 | 03.8| 839| 856 .
. 8 3 8.
150, i ieiereeinienen| Br7 | 888 889 gre| @ [[ F8| 3] w0} 83| O
Nebraska:
1920, ... 0.0, veresss| 939 o390 943) 8.5 aq.0 } ,
ne X0 o, -8 2
19t0,...... . ceteraness] 92,9 92.9 | 93.4 88.3 90, 8 2 3
Kansas:
1920, .. ... vee 95 99| 94-5( ¥L.3{ 94.5
202 2. X. =--=II.
1910, 92.3 || 9241 93.1] B8a.7) 8838 E s 4 HOET
SOUTH ATLANTIC,
Delaware: ’
IQ20. .. .. erreeaaa PR 95. 05. 8 95 4 92. 2 94. 2
8.2 3 e X 3 )
f(+3 - TN, Ceraeans e 8 88. 2 89. 3 Ba.y 811 } 73 6 &3 3. X
Maryland;
AGA0. .., PPN 92. 6 o4 2 98. 6 91. 0 84.0
6.2 ] . 8 "
1910. ... PN 86. 4 8.2 828 830 76.4 5o K 8.9 w6
District of Columbias
19200y e nann ] o33 93.6] 94.1] 940 930 1 . x . s
TOIGe i v vrnnnnrans Jd 904l ons| on8| 80.2| 8uy|] ¥ * 1 4 53

1 Decrease indicated by tninus sign (—~) prefixed to the difference.
2 Rate not computed, base being less than zco,
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TABLE 75.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 TO 13 YEARS OF AGE,
BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 1§10, WITH INCREASE
OR DECREASE IV RA'I‘ES, BY STATLS———Contmued

Ne-
gro.

NATIVE WHITE, INCREASE OR DECREASE, 1910-1970.}
7 Native white,
DIVISION, STATE, AND CENSUS | All || pp. | Fore cign- | Ne- :

YEAR. classes || tive |GigmoOr born | gro. Tor. | For
par. |txed |white, All Na- | ionoy| G680
ent- | P& classes.|| tive | 5 .| bomn
age. gng« par- | white,

= ot | mb
g age.
SOUTH ATLANTIC-COIL
Virginia:
I920. s auansrennnn seeeersed] 84.8 8271 927 873 78. 1
TOIO. v ssisunrrrnarsnnnses 745 .9| 8n3 ! %83 64.2'} -3 7.8 54
‘West Virginia:
1520 B9, 1 89,1 | 90.2 | 83.2| 886
I9I0. cvrrreeeceivareovesed] 87281 882 Bo.gi 425] 81z } 3 e9| o8
North Carolina: ) .
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TABLE 75.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF PERSONS 7 TO I3 YEARS OF

BY COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE, 1920 AND 1910, WITH INCRE
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¢ Rate not computed, base being less than roo.
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SUMMARY,

While the publications for early censuses contained data on
school attendance, the facts for many reasons are incomparable
with the information resulting from recent enumerations. Even
in the censuses of 1910 and of 1920 the data are classified into
dissimilar age and parentage classes. With considerable labor,
however, it is possible to transform existing discordant categories
into classes that are alike for these last two cross sections.

Study of change in rates for the decade 1910-1920, though it
involves a different method of approach from that required for
analysis of a given cross section, such as the r9zo census, dis-
closes the same factors, demographic, economic, and social. The
methods by which the changes in rates are studied are illustrated
by analysis of the data for selected localities, and attempts have
been made to explain the progress or retrogression in the trend
of school attendance. ; ;

Utilizing the data for larger areas in an attempt to evaluate
national and regional progress, it becomes clear that a reasonable
degree of improvement has come in the country as a whole and
in its various parts. The degree of improvement, however, dif-
fered in the various sections of the land. Negro rates increased
more than those for any other group; in general those for the
foreign-born whites rose materially; and the change among the
native whites, though favorable, was relatively slight.

As might be expected, in the North and East, where high rates
prevailed in 1910, but little progress was made during the 10
years; while in the South amd in the sparsely settled Mountain
division, where rates were relatively low in 1910, striking improve-
ment occurred.

The alterations in ethnic rates varied materially in different
parts of the country, but, in most instances, conformed to the
changes in national ethnic attendance. The foreign-born whites
are the exception. Their attendance decreased in sections where
Mexican immigration was extensive, and in the divisions of
highly urban character, where the low-grade recent Furopean
immigrants congregate.




GENERAL SUMMARY.

" The several objectives of this study have been reached. It
rémains to scan them with a backward look; to see them as brief
recapitulations, freed from cited evidence.

Masses of data on school attendance are found in Volumes IT
and III of the Fourteenth Census. 7They comprise (a) absolute
numbers of children in the years 5 to 20, subdivided into age
groups and single years; (b) the numbers who attended school at
any time during the period specified; and (c) rates computed
from (a) and (b). Similar material exists for 1910 in Volumes I,
II, and IIT of the Thirteenth Census. An abstract of both sets
of data has been made in Appendix B of this volume consisting
for the most part of rates.

Elaborate discussion here of the merits of these data, their
reliability and usefulness, would be repetition of what has already
been said in the Introduction. Suffice it to state that the figures
are far more reliable than is supposed by many of those engaged
in educational research, and that they constitute the only compre-
hensive body of comparable facts bearing on the adequacy of our
educational systems and programs.

In approaching any problem factorization is a fundamental step.
Mass information in comprehensive categories obscures tendencies.
It is only by intricate subdivision of the data that the forces are
discovered which produce variation in the phenomenon under
investigation. Unlike the experimental sciences, social science
must find its controls in the data themselves, making constant
certain of these forces, allowing but few at a time to vary. In
factorization forces are isolated, and by fine subdivision and segre-
gation of the one or two factors under observation their influences
can be gauged. In social data the factors must be determined
a priori. ‘Their validity can be checked only after the material
has been collected. Their relative importance is measured after
painstaking analysis and intricate subclassification.

Data may be gathered in one cross section, resulting in a space
series, or in successive cross sections, yielding a time series. In
the latter the cross sections must be sufficiently numerous to give
continuity, all criteria must be constant throughout the successive
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cross sections, and the data must have been gathered in the same
or in similar manner. The school-attendance data do not comply
with the requirements for a time series, For a space series the
geographic units of classification must be large in number and
capable of logical separation into generic groups. The informa-
tion on school attendance is classified for the United States as a
whole, for the geographic divisions, for the several States, and by
counties, and towns and cities within the State. Geographic
analysis is fundamental,

But many factors of varying importance enter into the problem
of school attendance, or, in its other aspect, the problem of non-
attendance. Chief among these are (@) the laws which have been
promulgated by the legislatures of the various States, the mech-
anisms for their enforcement, and the strength of public opinion
encouraging and supplementing them; (b) the racial and cultural
structure of the population, as indexed by color, nativity, and
parentage; and (¢) the age distribution of those in the school-
attending period.

Next in importance are sex, density, and the economic position
of the population. The habits of the sexes in attending school
are quite dissimilar under different conditions. Urban school
attendance, encouraged by well-developed schools, easy of access,
is greater than rural school attendance, curtailed as it is by lack
of facilities and the difficulties of transportation. Industry draws
from the school many who might well continue attendance. Eco-
nomic necessity forces many to seek employment in factory, shop,
or office. Fconomic reserve enables some to continue their period
of training for technical pursuits or the professions. ‘The economic
status of the group is also significant, since it detertnines the
adequacy of the facilities provided and the feasibility of encour-
aging higher education.

These are dominant among a multiplicity of factors. At times
some forces, which ordinarily have but little influence, play a
material part. Among these may be mentioned the prevalence
of early marriage, tradition favoring universal education, and the
numerous social and political complexities that arise in local
regions.

To demonstrate that these are powerful factors is not hard.
To measure their potency is more difficult. By segregation and
fine subdivision striking contrasts in the degree of their influence
become apparent. By analytical methods they may be crudely
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ranked in order of their relative importance. Only by the methods
of correlation can their strength be measured. In illustration of
this, Appendix A presents a minor problem, attacked by this
mathematical method, and shows how, when the limits of sub-
division of data have been reached, the method of partial corre-
lation may be employed in making constant and eliminating the
influence of factors which otherwise would of necessity remain to
complicate the problem. It also demonstrates how multiple corre-
lation coefficients may be computed which will index the extent
to which the problem has been solved.

As by-products of the presentation of the data, factors, and
methods, certain striking facts have appeared.

In analyzing the general school-attendance rates by single

years of age four distinct types were discovered. The way in
which these types were determined, a description of their several
characteristics, and the particular States falling under each type
need not be set forth here, as they are discussed fully in the
early pages of Chapter I. While the several States included in
each type show minor wvariations in specific attendance rates,
they tend to conform to type. That there should be four groups,
clearly distinguished from one another and contrasting more or
less sharply, points the way to highly significant research on the
diffusion of custom.
- The multiplicity of State legislatures and the absence of cen-
tralized control converts the country into a large laboratory for
experimentation in social legislation. In connection with the
school-attendance data fruitful study of the effects of differing
legal provisions can well be pursued.

As far as the analysis has been rhade, it has been found generally
true that urban attendance is materially higher than rural under
like conditions. In certain instances the reverse is true. Explana-
tion of this discrepancy has not been attempted. Similar differ-
enices ‘among cities have been but partially interpreted in terms
of varying ethnic, economic, and legal influences.

The most acute problem is found among the negroes of the
South, and has been explained in‘ Chapter III in terms of race
discrimination and economic conditions. The low school attend-
ance among this population element is increasingly important to
the country as a whole, due to the extensive migration of negroes
from the South to northern cities. More and more the problems
of the negro are becoming national in their ramifications, A
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surprising thing, that without further study defies adequate
explanation, is the universal excess of female attendance rates
over male among the negroes.

Second in importance to negro school attendance is that of the
foreign-born white. Owing to the abnormal age distribution of
the foreign born, comparisons of general rates are extremely mis-
leading, and even those for specific age groups are apt to cause
erroneous generalizations. It is only when rates for small age
periods or for single years are used that reliable interpretations
are possible. Analysis for the fundamental age classes discloses
the foreign-born rates below the native white at all ages, and less
than the negro, except from 7 to 13 years.

Foreign-born school-attendance rates are affected not only by
the unusual age distribution, but also by the varied traditions of
the different races and nationalities. For convenience the prob-
lem is divided into eight parts.

The first part concerns the Canadians of the Northeast. The
French Canadians have low attendance rates and are assimilated
with difficulty. The Canadians of other racial antecedents are
similar to persons born in the United States and their attendance
rates apparently are high.

The Mexicans of the Southwest constitute the second part.
Unbelievably low proportionate attendance is the rule among
them. Since they are largely nomadic, compulsory attendance
laws are not effective against them. ‘Their traditions are unlike
those of the native whites and they resist assimilation. Because
of their dissimilarity, the native whites make little effort to absorb
them.

The West Central region contains a foreign-born population
composed mainly of persons very similar in culture to the native
stock, In this monograph they .are collectively denoted “ Nor-
dic.” Such of these as are located in States with large rural
populations constitute the third part, Where the school systems
are well advanced their attendance rates are almost as high as
those of the native whites. The “ Nordics” of the rest of this
West Central region, the fourth part of the problem, are more
largely urban, with correspondingly high attendance rates.
Whether urban or rural they are easily assimilated.

The mixed foreign population of the urban East North Central
section, and the composite foreign-born population of the indus-
trial Northeast, forming the fifth and sixth parts, are city dwellers,




202 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 'IN 1920.

and consist of a polyglot group, heterogeneous as to culture and
very unlike the native born. Under strict enforcement of ¢om-
pulsory attendance laws the barriers of old world enmities and
conflicting traditions, which persist among the adults, dwindle
and disappear among the children. Though the task is a diffi-
cult onme, through high rates of attendance in well-organized
school systems, these children are becoming Americans.

Across the central section of the land, from the Alleghenies to
the Sierras, stretches a band of States rather sparsely settled and
containing a mixed group of nationalities. These constitute the
seventh part of the problem. Made up as they are of large num-
bers of the retarded natiomalities and facing many difficulties
that confront rural regions, attendance is low in degree.
~ In the South, the last section to be considered, no foreign-born
attendance problem exists, since the foreign born are few. These
small numbers will probably be greatly augmented if the migra-
tion of the negroes to northern centers continues. Unless drastic
changes are effected in legislation and school organization, a
serious problem will be shown in the next decennial enumeration.

In contrast to the situation among the negroes there is a tend-
ency for foreign-born boys to attend in larger proportions than
girls. '

Native white school attendance follows closely the degree of
stringency manifested in school legislation. This is but natural
when it is realized that in most sections the native whites dictate
the legislative policy. In the North and West these policies are
farthest advanced, while in the South the popular point of view is
decidedly antiquated. There is, however, a strong economie
pull in the former region and rates break, in some instances with
startling abruptness, when the years of compulsory attendance
are passed. In the South, the transition is much less marked,
though attendance is low in all years. The West affords excel-
lent facilities in the late years of the school period for continuation
of training through the wide-spread development of jumior col-
leges and the prevalence of State supported institutions, Sex
differences are gemerally in favor of females for all age classes,
slight in the earlier years and in the years of higher education,
and marked during the ages immediately following the lapse of
compulsory attendance legislation.

When the variable factors—Iegislation and ethnic make-up—
are made constant, that is, when the attendance of native whites
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of native parentage in various localities within a given State are
studied, the economic influence is found dominant. But another
factor, by no means to be ignored, is that of social tradition. The
different classes within the native population have standards
which materially affect continuation in school. Exemplifications
of method are made in Chapter VI, using certain cities in Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, California, and Texas.

Because of a more natural age distribution and a livelier interest
in the education of their children, the native whites one or both
of whose parents were born abroad have school-attendance rates
that are universally above those for the foreign born; they also
compare favorably with those for children both of whose parents
were born in this country, since those of foreign or mixed parent-
age are more urban than those of native parentage. Noticeable
exceptions are found among descendants of Mexican and French-
Canadian stock, both of which resist assimilation for several
generations. The tendency is for boys of the foreign parentage
group to continue in school in larger proportions than girls. The
reverse is true for mixed parentage. Indeed, in many ways the
mixed parentage resembles the native parentage group; and the
foreign parentage group compares with the foreign born.

In this monograph but little has been done in studying the
development of school attendance. The earlier data do not yield
themselves readily to comparison with the statistics fot 1920.
With considerable effort rather exact measures of the effects of
change in legislation, ethnic composition, and other elements of
the social structure could be evolved. Pronounced improvement
in rates during the past decade is seen both for the negroes and
foreign-born whites, with but little change for the native white
classes. As might be expected, improvement was more marked
in retarded than in advanced nationality groups. The same is
true of the backward South and of the modernized North.
Many of the changes in specific localities were materially modi-
fied by the migration of the foreign born and the negro.

It is hoped that this monograph may play a more dynamic
part in social research than is true of many statistical analyses.
The problem of school attendance has merely been scotched in
the foregoing pages. May the study be the precursor of further,
much needed, and more specific research!
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